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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE BoaRD oF TrRaDE—I assure you that I 
most deeply appreciate the honor which you have conferred upon 
me, and I shall endeavor, to the fullest extent of my ability, to 
perform the duties pertaining to this office, and carry out your 
wishes as expressed through your committee and public meetings. 

During the twenty years of my residence in the City of 
Newark, I have been almost constantly, day and night, on the 
streets, through all parts of the City of Newark. I have had 
great opportunities to observe the progress, growth, and devel- 
opment of Newark, from what was practically an overgrown 
country town to the position which it now holds in the first rank 
of the cities of our country. 

We had our streets paved to a limited extent with cobble 
stones, and to a more limited extent with granite block pave- 
ment, carelessly and unscientifically laid. We had street cars 
drawn by horses, all more or less delapidated, and out of repair. 
We had no buildings of more than very ordinary pretense. 

We had no parks beyond the two or three small but beauti- 
ful breathing places dedicated by the early settlers of Newark. 
We were not known beyond the confines of our city, except in 
connection with New York, and although our jurists, physicians, 
scientific men and business men, were more or less individually 
known, the public men of Newark were not held in that esteem, 
and reputation, which they now hold, and while there has been 
so great a change in the latter respect, so that our financial 
men, business men, and professional men, are wellknown through- 
out the length and breadth of this country, still the material 
changes which have taken place in the appearances and financial 
standing of the city is by far greater than any one thinks. 

Instead of delapidated pavements we have now hundreds 
of miles of pavements of the best character; we have a trolley 
system of the latest pattern, running to all parts of the city, 
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and branching out still further. We have public buildings 
which are the equal of those of any other town or city. We 
have private buildings equal with those of any in the Metropolis. 
We have parks and parkways not only equal, but I dare to say 
superior in breadth and scope to those in any other city in this 
country. 

All these things are subjects of congratulation to us, who 
are so much concerned in the welfare of our city, but there are a 
great many other things which can be improved, and although 
I do not say that they have been entirely neglected, still they 
are not in the front ranks, as befits a city such as ours. 

In 1868, five gentlemen started an institution called the 
Board of Trade of Newark. The objects of the Board of Trade 
were: ‘The promotion of trade; the giving of proper direction 
and impetus to all commercial movements; the encouragement 
of intercourse between business men; the improvement of 
facilities for transportation, the diffusion of information con- 
cerning trade, manufactures and other interests of the City of 
Newark, and the promotion and development of the commercial, 
industrial and other interests of said city.’’ 

These gentlemen, in pursuance of the forementioned objects, 
immediately started to improve the navigation of the Passaic 
River; they considered pavements, they endeavored to control 
the building of a first-class hotel. Some other subjects, were, 
provision of gates at railroad crossings, a ship canal, a free road 
to New York, and they stated in the President’s address of that 
time, that: “the constant repetition and pounding upon these 
subjects should be kept up until the effect is produced.’’ 

How has Newark benefited by the foresight of these public 
spirited citizens? A glance over the records of the Board will 
convince any one, that the Newark Board of Trade has been a 
powerful force for the upbuilding and bettering of Newark. 

Gentlemen, during the last year, we have had Committees 
who went to Washington for certain things; one was in regard 
to an appropriation to build a ship canal, another was in regard 
to an appropriation to dredge the Passaic River, another was to 
prevent the railroads from closing their bridges at certain hours, 
and interrupting traffic on the river; there were others, but this 
statement will show to you that the objects of the Board of Trade 
in the beginning are still the objects of the Board of Trade. A 
great deal has been done, and as the time goes along, circum- 
stances and time demand still greater changes, and it has been 
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the duty and privilege of this Board of Trade to be foremost 
always in demanding and procuring as far as possible, the 
required improvements. What was said as regards “the repeti- 
tion and pounding until the effect is produced,” at that day, 
still holds good at the present time. 

We have still to bring about many public improvements. 
The ship canal is still a matter of the future, the river must be 
dredged still deeper, our schools demand greater care, and 
larger sums of money, pavements and trolley facilities, require 
constant watching. The Board of Trade requires a new building. 

In September, 1875, the Board of Trade moved into the 
quarters now occupied by them. The number of members at 
that time were 218, at the present time we have a membership 
of over 900, and the same rooms, poorly lighted, poorly ventilated 
wrongly formed for the holding of meetings, are still in use. 

We have, at the present time, appointed by the President, 
a Committee on a new Board of Trade Building, and also a 
Special Committee on New Rooms. While new rooms are 
absolutely necessary, a new building is extremely desirable. 

The facilities that would be given to the Board, would extend 
its usefulness in a very great degree. The possibility that many 
of our manufacturers and associations of business interests, could 
be housed in close connection with the Board of Trade, such as 
we have now, would present advantages and conveniences which 
at the present time it is impossible to estimate. It is my hope 
that during the next year some active steps will be taken towards 
the carrying out of the ideas already projected for a new Board 
of Trade Building. But in the endeavor to erect such an edifice, 
care must be taken to avoid incurring a debt that would be a 
burden to those connected with the Board, or a scarecrow to 
prevent desirable parties becoming members of the Board. 

As you know, the greatest part of the real work of this Board 
of Trade is investigated and carried on by Committees. The 
scope and extent of the work of these Committees has increased 
to such a degree that it is becoming too great a burden for any 
one Chairman to carry on the whole work of his Committee, and 
it appears to me that in the near future the dividing up of the 
general committees into sub-committees to look after particular 
branches of any general department would be a desirable thing. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the gentlemen who act 
as Chairmen, and serve on these Committees. A great deal of 
time, attention and work, real honest, hard work, has been given 
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by the various committees, and when one considers that the 
majority of the members of the Newark Board of Trade are live, 
hustling, busy men, the reward given them should be no empty 
verbal vote of thanks, but their standing and recognition in the 
community should be increased in the proportion to the efforts 
made for their home city. 

Among the many important actions taken by this Board, I 
believe none has been more conducive to the general good than 
the support of the project for a Technical School, begun in 1875 
by this Board. We have a good Technical School here, but it is 
hampered in its work by lack of funds and proper buildings, and 
does not go to the extent it should. 

No worthier object could be fostered by a body of business 
men than that of carrying out to the greatest extent possible this 
subject of Technical Education. In a manufacturing city like 
ours, where somany boys and girls must begin to earn their living 
at the age of 14 or 15, very naturally a great many of them fall 
short of that degree of education which an American citizen 
should possess. While it is not possible for them to continue 
their education in literature or in fine arts, yet it should be pos- 
sible for them to continue their education along lines in which 
their life’s effort shall be directed. 

In my trips to and from New York in the evening, I have 
come across a large number of boys who I know had been work- 
ing all day in a factory, hurried home, changed their clothing and 
rushed off to New York, without a proper meal, to the Cooper 
Institute, and after the hour of 9:30 or 10 o’clock had returned 
home, spending four or five evenings a week, extending over five 
Or Six years. . 

You will see that these boys lost each day a meal, spent 
three hours’ time and unnecessary money of about fifty cents a 
day in obtaining a technical education, which technical education 
a city so rich as Newark should furnish itself. I have a very 
strong opinion that it is the duty of our city fathers to see to it 
that these boys and girls be furnished at home with the proper 
means of receiving a higher technical education in the particular 
branch which they desire, whether it is chemistry, mechanical 
engineering, civil engineering, surveying, architecture or a study 
of natural physics, to the end that it may be possible for the 
younger folks who are so inclined to advance their position in life 
along with their heroic efforts to obtain bread and butter. 

I consider it the duty of the city government to give the 
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boys and girls an education which will prepare them to enter the 
universities, at the same time I think it is our bounden duty to 
extend to those not so fortunately situated, the privileges of 
bettering their standing in life, and in no way can it be done in a 
more economical or profitable manner to both the student and to 
the city than by a properly equipped technical school. 

I think everyone is taking a deeper personal interest in 
public school affairs than heretofore. We have very many school 
buildings, good ones, too, but they have cost too much money, 
for the manner in which they are built. During the last Summer, 
more than one school building was enlarged, so that the side walls 
were close to and almost touching the walls of the adjoining 
houses. If the adjoining lots had been bought, the expenditure 
of a small additional sum, and the exercise of a little foresighted- 
ness would then have given a large space of ground upon which a 
school house could have been built with all due care as regards 
lighting, ventilation, freedom from danger of fire and respect for 
the esthetic side of education, which the age of childhood so 
quickly absorbs; not only that, but the additional ground would 
give ample space for additions to be built in a proper manner in 
the future. ? 

It appears to me that a solution of the difficulty could be 
very easily met by the employment of an architect skilled in this 
branch of architecture, who would be able to make use of the 
special piece of land to so build a school building in order that the 
appearance, size, heating, lighting and all the other conveniences, 
should be made the best use of. It should not be one who is only 
accustomed to building dwelling houses, breweries, stables or 
churches, but one who has made a special study of the subject of 
School Architecture. It would be his duty to see that the seats 
were properly arranged, that little children would not have to sit 
with their feet dangling in the air all day, that they would not sit 
with a bright light shining in their eyes, that the heat of the 
building would be steady and regular, and that the ventilation 
would be the best obtainable. I do not know, gentlemen, if you 
are aware, that the majority of the schools in Newark are not 
provided with lavatories, and it is impossible for the children to 
wash their hands except at a running faucet. The whole ques- 
tion of school buildings and their furnishings is one which requires 
to be more fully considered than can be in an address of this kind 
at this time. 

Another matter to which I would draw your attention is the 
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location of the Centre Market. The market of Newark is known 
throughout the surrounding country as one of the best. Three 
times a week there come to our market, the farmers for a great 
many miles around, with the produce as it has been grown on 
the farm, pure and fresh. It is a great privilege to the house- 
keepers and consumers of Newark to be able to obtain the prime 
necessities of life from the producer at first hand, and anything 
you do in regard to changing or maintaining the Centre Market - 
is of vital importance to every one concerned. 


Today we have a long ramshackled building, built without 
any regard to convenience, or the purposes for which it is to be 
used; built over an open sewer; surrounded by an open space 
about one-quarter as large as it should be, so that the result is 
those doing business in the market have not proper room to sell, 
or the purchaser to inspect properly the articles desired. 


Secondly: These food stuffs, such as cheese, milk, butter, 
meats, fish, are stored directly above this open sewer, so that 
contamination is almost impossible to avoid. 

I do not care to be an alarmist; I cannot say that I know of 
one case of disease resulting from such care of foodstuffs in the 
market, but, who of you gentlemen, would live in a house built 
over such a stream as the Morris Canal is at Centre Market ? 
Would you not be inclined to say, that the cause of any sickness 
that might happen in your family, contagious, or otherwise, 
was due to the situation of the house; and if it were a rented one, 
would you not move immediately? 


Now it does appear to me that with the importance attached 
to a public market, we should have a suitable market place, a 
proper location, with proper sanitary surroundings, of sufficient 
extent to allow business to be carried on comfortably and to the 
benefit of all concerned, and I would strongly advise this Board 
of Trade to exert its powerful influence for the removal of Centre 
Market from its present location to a site where such dangers 
do not exist. 

While the city is to be congratulated upon having an 
energetic and efficient Board of Health, there are some matters 
which apparently escape the eyes of the inspectors, which it will 
not be out of place for me to call your attention to at this time. 


The general work of sanitation is looked after most carefully, 
but there are here and there, isolated places, where the general 
public assemble, which require more than ordinary attention. 
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I refer to the several railroad depots especially and public and 
semi-public buildings also. 

The regulations which have worked to so great advantage 
in our trolley and steam cars, should be put in effect in and 
about just such places, and a regular examination should be 
made of toilets and lavatories in such places. 

I have no doubt that a communication from this Board to 
the Board of Health, calling attention to this matter, will receive 
due consideration. 

There is also a great and urgent necessity for the city 
authorities to provide some remedy for the dust annoyance. 
The conditions obtaining on our main thoroughfares during the 
Spring and Fall months are exceedingly annoying, if not abso- 
lutely dangerous. 

This annoyance has been made the subject of several com- 
munications from prominent bankers and business men to our 
Board of Trade, and it has been discussed in meetings of our 
Directors, but every effort to secure a remedy has proven fruitless 
as the same conditions obtain year after year. 

The trouble is largely due to the manner in which the 
pavements of our main thoroughfares have been laid; the 
interstices between each row of blocks having been filled with 
sand, providing a safe resting place for all kinds of matter to 
lodge until blown into the eyes, ears, and nostrils of pedestrians 
by every wind from the heavens. 

Another suggestion along this line, is the evident over- 
sight of the Board of Health in the matter of public vehicles, 
carriages, coaches, cabs, etc. 

The public have absolutely no surety that the cab, carriage, 
or coach, which is hired as occasion may require, does not con- 
tain infecting germs. Perhaps the very persons who used the 
conveyance within the preceeding twenty-four hours was afflicted 
with some form of contagious disease. 

In the matter of over-crowding by the Trolley Transporta- 
tion Companies, there is a positive menace to public health, and 
if the Board of Public Works cannot be prevailed upon to enforce 
existing ordinances, which will compel the running of sufficient 
cars to provide for the wants of the community, then I believe 
this Board of Trade should take the matter up with the Board 
of Public Health and insist upon the officials of that body invok- 
ing their power to compel a compliance with regulations, that 
will guard and protect the public. 
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In the advanced conditions of science, we are striving to 
promote better sanitation in the homes of our working people, 
in our school houses, public buildings, and our private homes, 
and yet we place our lives absolutely at the mercy of corporation 
managers, to produce a condition which no man with self respect 
would permit or tolerate for an instant in his own home, or his 
own workshop or office. Iam aware that crowding cannot be ab- 
solutely prevented, but that conditions as they exist today cannot 
be prevented is more than I believe. 


The majority of the new cars are apparently built to afford 
the greatest possible standing capacity at the expense of small 
seating capacity. The positive resistance offered to every 
suggestion for improvement is a tacit evidence that the public 
is not receiving what they are entitled to, except as viewed by 
trolley managers. 


Past experience has proven that a remedy will not be found 
in politics. It rests either with the Board of Health, or the 
Courts, and there is no power in this community better able, or 
or better qualified to find this remedy than the Board of Trade. 


We have an ordinance against spitting on the floors of cars 
and public places, but who has heard of its being carried out in 
the City of Newark, or is it that spitting has become obsolete? 
Science tells us that a great many of the communicable diseases 
from which so large a portion of our population dies, are 
communicated through the dust and dirt which we breathe in, 
especially in crowded and ill ventilated places. 


If a Consumptive or a Diphtheretic person, should expec- 
torate on the floor of a car, in the waiting room of a railroad 
depot, or a hall, or an apartment, or an office building in the 
morning, and that should become dry, crowds rush over it at 
noon, you can readily see how that dry poison would be scattered 
through the air and each and every person would be lable to 
infection. 

We spend large sums of money annually to provide places 
for the cure of people affected with contagious diseases, and we 
have in view at the present time the erection of a State Hospital 
for Consumptives, an object which is worthy of so important a 
State as New Jersey, but why should we not do something at 
the very beginning of the string and try to prevent in the begin- 
ning as well as try to cure at the end. 


I believe the present status of scientific investigation 
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demands a stricter observance and enforcement of the laws 
regarding these matters. ; 

There is one other matter of general importance to which I 
desire to especially lay emphasis upon. In my constant traveling 
through the streets of Newark, I have had called to my attention 
the manner of making public improvements and extensions. 
I have seen pavements laid one day, torn up the next, for some 
minor affair, which to my mind could have easily been foreseen, 
and what was a properly laid pavement one week was a piece of 
patchwork the next week. 

I personally know almost every depression and hole in the 
pavements of the city of Newark, and I could almost give you 
the exact cause for each one, and in my humble opinion there is 
no necessity for a single one. In the matter of laying water 
mains, gas mains, new sewers, catch basins, sewers for houses; 
there appears to be no rule observed, although I know perfectly 
well that a regular rule has been laid down, but I can cite hun- 
dreds of instances where this rule has not been observed. 

It appears to me that this careless sacrifice of good pave- 
ments, paid for by the citizens,is wrong, and that when a property 
owner pays an assessment for a pavement on his street, he does 
so with the understanding that he gets a pavement according to 
specifications, guaranteed to be in the same condition for the 
length of time so stated, and not for a pavement, which so 
existed according to specifications for merely a week or a day, or 
a week or a month. In this, as in many other things, relating 
to municipal affairs we see the lack of a general scheme which 
has been thoughtfully and carefully prepared and planned, 
and it is this omission which is the cause of a great many of our 
repavements, resewering, relaying of extra water pipes, building 
of relief sewers, and what not, which impose such an enormous 
burden on the property owners, not only does it create this 
burden, but it produces among the solid people of the city a 
feeling of distrust and dissatisfaction which has no right to exist 
in a city like Newark. 

In this connection I might state that we have given the sur- 
face of the streets to the trolley companies, and the space under- 
neath the streets to the Gas, Electric Light, Telephone and Tele- 
graph Companies, and there is very small space left for the sewers 
of the city. In case necessity should demand an increase in the 
size of these sewers, or other subway uses be required, complica- 
tions would arise. 
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It has been suggested that the building of a large conduit 
by the city underneath that portion of the streets occupied by 
the tracks of the trolley cars and leased to the various public 
utility companies, would be productive of good results, both 
financially and otherwise, and something of this character must 
inevitably be done if we are to meet future demands without 
complication. 


I would advocate that our engineers be given more latitude 
and be allowed to plan their water mains, their sewers, their 
pavements, in accordance with what their best judgment decided 
would be proper for the traffic and character of the population 
in the affected districts; not as regards a block, but as regards 
entire sections; by doing so, many of the present changes would 
be done away with, and what was once done well would be done 
practically forever. 


There is one other matter which I think the Board of Trade 
should direct their attention to. I refer to municipal elections. 
I believe that the best interests of our city will be advanced by a 
gradual education of the masses to vote for those who will most 
benefit the city without any regard to political lines, in so far as 
municipal elections are concerned, an action which is practically 
impossible under our present forms of city government. 


In the matter of public transit facilities the evolution from 
old-fashioned methods to the use of electric motive power has 
been so rapid that men’s minds could not possibly foresee or 
comprehend the effect on business interests, or the migration 
which such facilities would produce. 


It is not our object or intent to find fault with the perpetual 
franchises, but the exploitation of these privileges for dividends 
and stock-watering purposes has resulted as you all know, in 
creating a dilemma hard to be solved. 


Every business man realizes, we believe, that if the actual 
earnings of these various companies had been applied to the 
improvement of the street railway system, the City of Newark 
could boast of a system which would stand unrivalled in the 
world, but unfortunately syndicate managers have pocketed not 
only the entire profits but have mortgaged the earning capacity 
of the roads years in advance, and the condition which exists at 
present prevents an appeal to our courts for a remedy. 

No franchise of a public character of any kind should be 
granted or awarded by public officials without full and adequate 
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guarantee being provided for controlling the service to be ren- 
dered, and to regulate rates charged. 

In every franchise regulations should be incorporated 
reserving to our city authorities the right, at stated periods, to 
demand a readjustment of rates in return for the increased value 
of the franchise allowed. 

We believe that the interests of all such corporations should 
be made subservient to the general public interests, to the extent 
at least of providing a first-class service at reasonable rates; and 
we would not be satisfied with accepting things as first-class 
because interested officials may so state, but we desire to go on 
record and have our city authorities to understand that corporate 
interests must not dominate in the matter of franchise grants or 
service, and in order to protect the public in all its rights reserva- 
tions must be entered into which, while doing full justice to the 
interests of the corporation, shall do equal justice to the citizen. 
Nothing more or less will be satisfactory to this Board of Trade. 

I desire to call your attention to the fact that our efficient 
Assistant Secretary has now become our still more efficient Sec- 
retary. I believe that you will all agree with me when I say that 
his diligence, hard work and the interest which he takes in affairs 
affecting the Board of Trade are of material benefit to this 
Board and to the City of Newark, and it is our duty to see that 
his efforts are not forgotten. Heis amine of information, and no 
member of this Board will ever find him unwilling to impart 
information of interest and importance. The more frequently 
the members call at the Board of Trade rooms the more surely 
will they be prepared to endorse what I have said. 

Gentlemen, hoping that the Newark Board of Trade, which 
has been so prosperous in the past will maintain its position, in 
the van of public improvements and advances. 

I thank you for your courteous attention. 

SAMUEL E. ROBERTSON, 
President. 


January 11, 1905. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ ANNUAL REPORT. 


GENTLEMEN—It is the privilege of the Board of Directors 
as well as a duty, to present at the close of each year a statement 
treating of the affairs of the Board, and its Committees, and to 
offer such suggestions and recommendations as in the judgment 
of the Board might be made proper subjects for discussion and 
action in the near future. 

The persistence and activity of Committees and members 
as compared with that of previous years indicates a greater con- 
centration for united and vigorous action. 

It is evident the scope of our work is broadening, and 1s 
being appreciated by business men, and that our attitude on 
questions of public policy is not only accepted as conservative 
and safe, but it is attracting and moulding civic sentiment to the 
extent of dominating in matters of public policy. 

The increasing usefulness and activity of the Board is best 
evidenced in the increased interest taken in its affairs by members 
and by the unusual amount of good work carried to a successful 
termination by Committees. 

The records of our meetings show that 210 


Attendance members have taken an individual part attend- 
ahs ing Committee meetings; that the average 
Meetings 


attendance at regular monthly sessions was 120, 
or a total for the 10 meetings held during the 
year of 1,200. This attendance, if it has any significance, goes 
to prove the permanency of our institution, and of its increas- 
ing popularity. It indicates also the necessity of securing new 
quarters in which to hold our meetings, and the necessity of 
providing better accommodation for the individual use of 
members who desire to make use of the rooms for business 
purposes, as well as for the better transaction of business by 
manufacturers and merchants who have organized trade sections. 
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A movement in favor of the erection of a 
permanent Board of Trade building has been 


started and the general plan matured by the nee mx 
Committee to finance the project, has received Building 


the approval and endorsement of the Board of 

Directors. The proposition, which will be laid 

before you shortly, is one which we believe to be in keeping with 
the growth and development taking place in our city. 

The erection of a building such as the one proposed will add 
to the prestige and importance of this Board of Trade; it will 
incite a greater interest in our meetings, it will stimulate a greater 
intercourse among competitors in business, and such intercourse 
will produce individual as well as public benefit. 

We agree with the Committee that as a financial investment 
it will become profitable. It should not be considered from a 
financial standpoint only, but as a public movement toward 
providing a building which will be a credit to the Board and to the 
city. 

In addition to the regular meetings of the 
Board, the Board of Directors held nine regular 


Record 
and three special meetings; the various Standing Pie 
Committees 40 meetings, the Special Committees Meetings 


31 meetings, in all a total of 83 meetings. The 

time taken up by these meetings averaged from 

one to two hours each; and conferences taken part in by officers 
of the Board or members of Committees on matters under con- 
sideration were held almost daily. 

Many of you have taken no part in these Committee meetings 
but you all know, and must take pride in the knowledge, that 
the interest of no one individual or class of individuals is fostered 
at the expense of any other interest. You also know that the 
men who give their time to this work are busy men, and that they 
bring into our meetings the mature thought and conservative 
judgment acquired through a successful business training, and 
that their one interest: is to work for Newark and the good of 
Newark. 

The City of Newark is indebted to this class of men for its 
progress; it is indebted to this Board for many of the great im- 
provements which have taken place in recent years, and while 
our advocacy of plans and measures fails apparently at times, the 
wisdom and forethought of their suggestion is generally proven 
in their adoption later. 
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In this review it will be our endeavor to refer only to some 
of the more important matters and questions which through our 
advocacy or action has resulted in their adoption or consumma- 
tion, and in as brief a manner as possible submit a few suggestions 
considered advisable to lay before you for investigation and dis- 
cussion at a future time. 

The first success of the year was the decision 

by the Secretary of War in the contest involving 

Drawbridge vessel owners and merchants and manufacturers 

eich interested in navigation on the Passaic River 

and Newark Bay, and the several Railroad 

Companies whose bridges cross these waterways. 

The victory which was won after a contest lasting over a year, by 

our Committee on River and Navigation Interests, who opposed 

the application made on behalf of these railroads by the powerful 

Merchants’ Association of New York City, for the closing of all 

drawbridges for two hours in the morning and two hours in the 

afternoon, for the benefit, as they claimed, of the commuter 

traffic, was not only a notable one, conserving local shipping and 

industrial interests, but it is one of far-reaching importance, and 

the ruling of the War Department in this controversy is not only 

applicable to the waterways in which Newark is directly inter- 
ested in, but to all navigable waterways in the United States. 

In the judgment of your Board the business men of this city 
should realize the impending danger from such unwarranted 
attacks against navigation interests. Behind this movement 
we believe there was a well defined plan intended to cripple navi- 
gation interests, which if successful would have seriously impaired 
the prosperity and development of our city. 

The commerce carried to and from Newark by water is equal 
almost to the total freight tonnage carried by rail and the pro- 
posed closing of the drawbridges would not only have resulted 
in diverting a great part of this freight to the railroads, but it 
would in time vest in these railroads the power to exact and col- 
lect increased rates on the millions of tons of freight delivered in 
this city. 

In this one instance you will all realize the value of this 
Board of Trade to our business interests, if it had no other warrant 
for its existence, this one success more than repays every dollar 
it has cost since its organization. 

We might expect other attacks of this kind, and as a warn- 
ing we urge the members of this Board to be on guard, and to 
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resist with your combined influence any attempt which might be 
made to injure, obstruct or interrupt navigation on these natural 
highways. 

Our second success followed as a sequence 
to the agitation and discussion of the question of 
abandonment of navigation of the Morris Canal. Abandonment of 
The State Legislature having recognized our pee dee 
request to defer the passage of legislation until 
those interested had time to be heard and to di- 
gest proposed legislation. Our action in this important matter 
we consider has added to the power and influence of the Board 
of Trade. 

Another notable success was that following 
the public meeting held by this Board, and our ac- 
tion with reference to the question of equal taxa- pee 
tion. Leaders in the councils of both great poli- 
tical parties were constrained to reckon with the 
weight of influence represented in our membership, and the 
aroused public sentiment which followed had much to do with 
the appointment of a State Commission, and with making the 
question of Corporation Taxation the dominant issue of both 
parties in the recent campaign. 

In our judgment it will not do for this Board to remain pas- 
sive while legislation is pending. This Board represents the 
intelligent public sentiment of Newark, and we feel it is our duty 
to carefully investigate proposed legislation and see to it that an 
equitable distribution of the taxation burdens is made, between 
property owned by individuals and that owned and used by 
corporations. 

Another success of importance today, and 
of more importance to the future, was that of 
securing legislation, and municipal action, pro- High Senvice 
viding for the relaying of water mains from Ng ea 
the high service reservoir to the central section 
of the city as an auxiliary service to the Fire 
Department. The value of this service as an added protection to 
our business centre was evident, and the need of high pressure 
distributing mains apparent, while in the matter of fire insurance 
rates, which was the underlying reason for the persistent action 
of your Committee on Municipal Affairs in urging the carrying 
out of this improvement it was most important. With this 
beginning we consider it important for our Committee to continue 
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its agitation in favor of extending this system to all parts of the 
. city in place of the present inadequate one, and we would so 
recommend. 

The work of the Committee on River and 

Navigation is certainly highly gratifying. They 

Channel not only succeeded in having a new project adopt- 

Improvements ed calling for an increased depth in the channel, 

but they were successful in having made avail- 

able the whole amount of the appropriation of 

$296,000, and the authorization of the Secretary of War for the 

signing of contracts for the completion of this project. They 

also secured a special appropriation of $10,000 which was ex- 

pended during the year in removing several bars obstructing 

navigation, which were formed in the channel by reason of the 
floods in the early Spring. 

To advance navigation interests is the special object of this 
Committee, and by way of doing so they have taken river sound- 
ings which will prove of great value; they have made records 
showing the rise and fall of the tides at different points along the 
river, they have secured special river inspection, and have kept 
watch to prevent vessel owners and contractors from dumping 
refuse matter in the channel. 

To prevent further obstructions to navigation, delegations 
‘have been sent to Washington to oppose the construction of pile 
bridges, and to advocate the removal of present ones detri- 
mental to shipping interests. 

Your Directors have a recommendation to offer which we 
consider will be valuable to this Committee in their work, and 
that is, that a law should be passed compelling the owners of 
meadow property fronting on the river or bay, to erect bulk- 
heads before any dumping or filling is permitted. 

In several instances where shore front property has been 
filled in the soft mud has been forced from underneath into the 
stream, choking up the channel and helping to destroy the very 
improvements for which the Government is expending large 
sums. 

This condition should not be permitted and legislation should 
be sought to compel owners to make proper provision before 


dumping is allowed. 
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The betterment of freight facilities and pas- 
senger transportation has been greatly advanced 
through the action of the Committee on Trans- lise 
portation and Freight. The Central Railroad ae 
Company, partly by reason of the work of this 
Committee, has purchased the block of property bounded by 
Lawrence, Ward and Mechanic Streets, on which additional freight 
facilities and a splendid storage warehouse system will shortly be 
provided. This same company has promised to give better 
train service, better freight service and provide better depot 
facilities. The Lackawanna Railroad have also partially pro- 
mised to enlarge their present freight facilities, and give more 
attention to the receipt and shipment of local freights. The Erie 
Railroad have also interested themselves in the matter of 
improvements, both for freight and passenger service. This is 
certainly a substantial result to the credit of this Board, which will 
add to the advantages already possessed by Newark manufac- 
turers and merchants. 

In the interest of, and for the better protec- 
tion of the working classes, this Board endorsed 
and supported the movement for the creation of Tenement 
the State Tenement House Commission. The cere 
work of this Commission is in line with the pro- 
gress which we most desire to see in the New 
Newark. It will not only correct existing unsanitary conditions, 
but will bring about an increase in taxable assets through an 
improved class of property, conferring thereby general benefit. 

In the defeat of the movement to build a 
trolley loop around the new City Hall, the in- Trolley 
fluence of this Board was demonstrated. In yer 
preventing the usurping of public property for 
corporation uses, we have virtually established a precedent 
which will be of undoubted value in the future. 

When our business interests demanded addi- 
tional mail facilities, the investigation and 
prompt action taken by this Board (supple- 
mented the efforts of Senator Dryden and Congressman Parker) 
resulted in having the Postal Authorities at Washington provide 
an additional force of carriers. 

The successful outcome of the agitiation in 
favor of the planting of trees on our streets and 
avenues resulting in the appointment of a Tree 


Mail 
Facilities 


Tree Planting 
Commission 


ol 


Planting Commission, is also gratifying. The work this Com- 
mission is engaged in will be appreciated and will result in 
helping to beautify Newark. The members of the Committee 
who carried this matter to a successful issue are to be con- 
gratulated. 

The call of distress found members of the 
Board ready to render substantial aid, as evi- 
denced by the spontaneous contributions to a 
fund for the benefit of families of the firemen 
whose lives were lost at the Weiner fire. The 
sum of $9,378.00 having been contributed by our business men 
in answer to acall issued by a Special Committee of this Board. 

Another important phase of our work is 
found in our opposition to schemes, legislative or 

Pins otherwise, considered undesirable, such for in- 

Important stance, as the proposed legislation restricting 

eae the placing of advertising signs adjacent to 

public highways, the passage of the eight hour 

bill, the Anti-Injunction Bill, the compulsory 
use of the metric system of Weights and Measures, the Minority 
Stockholders Bill, Mortgage Loan Amendments, Stationary 
Engineers Bill, and other such matters inimical to business 
interests. 

Others again having to do with business or local conditions, 
considered and acted upon in committee, were the question of 
adjustment of tariff rates, on freights, the use of soft coal by 
manufacturers, the uniform bill of lading, the nesessity for the 
erection of a bonded storage warehouse, the betterment of sani- 
tary conditions in and about Centre Market, the adjustment 
of water meter charges, the better housing of the city poor 
and the movement for the removal of dangerous grade crossings. 

Of measures advocated we can number but two failures 
during the year; one was the movement favorable to a smaller 
Board of Education, and the other in the matter of securing a 
law to prevent auction sales by itinerant venders. It is unneces- 
sary to explain the failure of the first movement; as regards the 
second, it would appear our request for legislation was neglected 
at Trenton. 

It would appear from this review that our Board of Trade 
has made a record for ‘doing things’’ and has established itself 
as a working body, one in which every man who calls himself a 
merchant or manufacturer, or a business man, should be a 
member of. 


Firemen’s 
Fund 
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For about thirty years following the organiz- 
ation of this Board, its membership was appar- 
ently confined to a few of our most successful busi- To Increase 
ness men, but within the recent ten years, a new eee 
spirit has developed in keeping with the aroused 
interest in the rapid growth of Newark in all 
lines of industry and commerce. In the success attendant upon 
increasing our membership, we have really accomplished the 
greatest object of all, the concentration of an all powerful influ- 
ence favorable to public progress and improvement. 

From a membership of about 218 in 1898, we number today 
over nine hundred, of which number 244 were elected in 1904. 

There should be no stop in this movement until our mem- 
bership numbers 2500, as we believe there are at least that number 
of men in the City of Newark who believe in such a work as this 
Board is engaged in performing. 

Our new members should understand that they have an 
equal right and equal chance to become active in the work, as 
this Board is substantially to each member what he himself 
makes of it. Every meeting of the Board offers the opportunity. 
The one thing necessary is to come prepared with a resolution,. 
calling for the appointment of a committee for the performance 
of some particular work which will be of benefit to the business 
or public interests. 

As to work under way and contemplated, 
we have commenced an agitation in favor of the 


creation of a general department for the pur- ‘orc 
chase of supplies for city government uses. ae 
ay 


There is under way an investigation relating to 
the question of public service franchises, and 
their relationship to future municipal develop- 
ment. The advisability of undertaking the establishment of an 
employers’ bureau for the betterment of conditions existing 
between employers and employees is under consideration, as 
also a proposal for the opening of an Employees’ Agency for the 
mutual benefit of the unemployed as well as the employer. 

Another work which we consider will be for Height 
the benefit of the future Newark, is that of of 
securing concerted action to regulate the height ie ems: 
and character of buildings to be erected henceforth in all parts 
AiDtne: City’. 

This subject has been suggested and talked over informally 
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and your Board would suggest that it be made a matter for 
consideration and report by a Special Committee, the same 
Committee to take into consideration the question of street 
fixtures, such as signs, lamp posts, trolley poles, street names, etc. 
A labor of publicimportance undertaken at 

the request of the indefatigable Chairman of the 

Mesdow Committee on Meadow Reclamation, by a 

Reclamation Committee of Engineers consisting of Messrs. 
Hering, Vermeule, Owen, Luster, Schlegel and 

Van Duyne, is that of maturing a series of plans 

for the solution of the problem of meadow reclamation, compre- 
hending the utilization of the bay shore frontage for dock 
purposes, for railway terminals, and for manufacturing and 
commercial use. This report when rendered will undoubtedly 
prove of great public service in the final solution of this question. 

The opportunity presented by this great stretch of dock 
frontage is one which may well command the best thought of 
business men. It is suggested that if the riparian rights to this 
property could be secured by the city, and its control placed in 
the hands of a commission with power to decide as to its future 
improvement, no similar expenditure of money by the city would 
ever realize more direct financial benefit. 

The results anticipated may appear to many as being too 
far off, but twenty years, while a long time coming, is a very 
short time after all, and if our estimate of the growth of popula- 
tion and industry is not overdrawn, every foot of these vast 
meadows fronting on the river and bay will be in demand for 
wharfage and commercial purposes within the coming twenty 
years. It is for this Board to continue its work and advocate 
municipal action. 

It will be interesting at least, perhaps valuable, 

to cite an estimate showing the possible increase 

pain in population, which we may expect within the 

Eile coming twenty years, based upon the percentage 

of increase shown in Government statistics. In 

1860 our population was 71,940; our increase in 

population between 1890 and 1900 was 65,000; in ten years the 

increase amounted practically to the building of a city equal to 
what Newark was in 1860. 

The increase between 1860 and 1870 was 34,000, between 
1870 and 1880, during the panic years, it was 31,000; between 
1880 and 1890 it was 45,000; a natural increase ofjabout 33 per 
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cent. in each decade. This increase is going to be greater, and 
not less, and it means that the present Newark without annexa- 
tion, will increase between 1900 and 1910 at least 100,000, and 
between 1910 and 1920 over 150,000, and that it will contain 
more than 500,000 inhabitants, or twice its present population. 
The suburban towns, it is safe to estimate, will have a population 
equal to this number, making Newark the centre of a population 
of about 1,000,000 people in 1925. 

During the past thirty years the percentage of increase in 
valuation has kept pace with the increase in population, and at 
the same rate within the next twenty years our present valua- 
tions will have doubled, the bulk of this accumulation necessarily 
being in the central section of the city, or in the values to be 
created by the use of shore frontage property. 

The evolution and development in all lines The Effect 
of industry and commerce compels thoughtful ein 
consideration if we are to help in the upbuilding Tagen vid 
of a great commercial centre, which no one doubts Newark is 
destined to become. 

The restricted plans and ideas of today must give place to 
more advanced ones, because in the very near future the effect 
of the growth of this city will be phenomenal. 

Before twenty years have passed the Greater 


Newark no doubt will have been accomplished, ane 
and our city boundaries will extend and include Greater 
Newark 


the towns east of the Hackensack to the top of 
Orange Mountains, and may reach and include 
the present city of Elizabeth; ranking Newark among the first 
cities in the United States in manufactures, commerce and 
financial wealth. 

The condition of present day facilities of all kinds are 
admitedly inadequate. What then must be done to provide for 
future requirements? That is the question before the business 
men of this city today. If we leave it for those who may chance 
to become office-holders, what possibility is there of anything 
being done as it should be. It is in work of this kind that our 
Board of Trade is invaluable. It is for us to anticipate, to look 
over the situation, to consider the needs of the future, to discuss, 
investigate and commence a campaign of education, in the hope 
that those on whom it may devolve to perform the official duty 
of providing for Newark’s future needs will have benefited there- 


by and the city be the gainer. 
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On every side are to be seen great signs of 

New what the future city is going to be. Our new muni- 

ries heated sa cipal buildings, the present homes of our institu- 

tions, and those projected, the modern construc- 

tion of office and commercial buildings, the apartment house 

movement, the transformation and extension in public service 
utilities, all foreshadow what is to follow. 

The problem of relieving congestion of traffic 

in the central section of the city has become so 

ieott e urgent that something must be done. No plan 

Traffic considered offers advantages equal, in our judg- 

ment, to the proposed abandonment of naviga- 

tion on the Morris Canal, and the conversion of 

its roadbed for rapid transit purposes. Its use for such a purpose 

would materially relieve the situation of trolley congestion and 

transportation, but even with the transportation question 

solved, other arrangements must still be made to meet the 

daily increase in business traffic. 
The suggested opening of a continuous thor- 
oughfare from Broad Street to Springfield 


ae Avenue, using Branford Place, through the old 
A we burying ground, the widening of Canfield Street, 


and the acquiring of necessary properties from 

Washington Street to Springfield Avenue, by 
way of present day relief, as well as future wants, offers a 
practical solution. 

The widening of Beaver Street, and its further opening to 
Commerce Street, is another which would, in our judgment, be 
of vast benefit. The cost of such a work would be large, but it 
will not grow less by delay. 

We suggest that a special committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report as to the feasibility of carrying out such an im- 
provement, taking into consideration the probable cost to the 
city, the advantage to be gained, and the effect such improve- 
ment would create in the matter of enhanced value to property 
benefited. 

A suggestion which meets with our endorsement is to recom- 
mend that municipal action be taken to change the name of Park 
Place and make that thoroughfare a continuation of the East 
side of Broad street. By so doing, certain recognized advantages 
would follow, without any disadvantage over present conditions. 
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This is a matter which might be taken up by the Committee 
on Municipal Affairs with our city officials. 

One of the largest items of expense incurred 
yearly is that for pavements, and no form of The Question 
municipal development has been more gratify- a 
ing, or conferred greater benefit since the incep- 
tion of the plan providing for the payment of cost in yearly in- 
stallments. There is, nevertheless, an insistent demand that 
something be done to protect the property owners like those on 
Mt. Pleasant Avenue, and other streets, from being called upon 
to pay for inferior pavements, and it seems to your Board that 
some action should be taken to assist in devising a plan for the 
testing and inspection of pavements. 

During the last eight years property owners have expended 
over $3,900,000 for pavements, and if report is true, a great per- 
centage of this vast sum has been paid for inferior or worthless 
material. 

In our judgment, a physical test should be made of every 
pavement by competent engineers, to determine its durability 
and wearing qualifications; the wants of the neighborhood, the 
requirements for safe traffic and the question of sanitation being 
considered. 

It has been suggested by a member of this 


Board whose practical ability is unquestioned ,that Bike 
our city authorities should be urged to secure a eres 


legislation for the purpose of determining what 
constitutes the life of a pavement, in order to enable the Board of 
Street and Water Commissioners to decide when a new pavement 
should be laid, and the cost of the improvement assessed against 
adjacent property. 

The wretched condition of some of the main 
avenues leading out of Newark to the populous eee ee 
suburbs of the city, Bloomfield Avenue, Central of the 
Avenue, Frelinghuysen Avenue, and particu- Seo 
larly Sussex Avenue, furnishes a substantial 
reason for so urging. The merchants of Newark are using every 
endeavor to attract the trade of the suburbs to their stores. They 
have made repeated requests for the improvement of Sussex 
Avenue, and other main arteries leading into the city, but owing 
to the objections offered by property owners to the cost of a new 
pavement, these’necessary improvements seem to be as far off 
as ever. 
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Serious complaint is also made against the 


Broad 
and condition of the pavements on both Broad and 
mara nie Market Streets. 


The high crown of the pavement on Broad Street is respon- 
sible for an untold number of accidents yearly, involving con- 
siderable loss in breakage of harness and vehicles, through the 
falling of horses, not taking into consideration the nervous 
shock to those driving. To say the least, these pavements are 
in a wretched condition and call for a relaying, if not a 
repavement. 

The subject matter of pavements, in our judgment, is worthy 
of special consideration, and could profitably be made a subject 


for a report to this Board at a future day by the proper Com- 
mittee. 
In the matter of Public School construction 


Pehiie we recognize the value of Mayor Doremus’ recom- 

Schools mendation for the employment of a competent 

architect to design and supervise the construc- 

tion of schools and other city buildings, and while endorsing the 

same, we feel that something further should be done in the 
matter of selecting sites for school purposes. 

The utilitarian spirit which has predominated to the detri- 
ment of the city, to its school buildings, and to our school chil- 
dren, is really responsible for much of the adverse criticism that 
we hear against our School Board. 

While we endorse the Mayor’s suggestion, we wish to go fur- 
ther and advocate the enactment of legislation making it com- 
pulsory henceforth upon our School Board to purchase not less 
than 200 feet square of ground for public school uses when 
selecting a site; this area to be restricted so that not more than 
one-third shall be built upon, the remaining two-thirds to be 
reserved for playground and lawn purposes. This will mean 
additional cost, but the money will be well spent, and if we under- 
stand the wish and will of our citizens, it is good results they 
want and not patchwork. 

If this suggestion meet with your endorsement, we hope you 
will instruct the Committee on Educational Affairs to advocate 
it, and urge the Board of Education to move in the matter of 
securing such legislation. 


In order to secure a more efficient Police Ser- 

Police vice and to improve the personnel of the force, we 
Department would advocate the appointment of a Board of 
Examiners, to be constituted by the Chief and 


38 


Captains of Police. With the machinery of the Department at 
their command, the record of each applicant can be secured, and 
if unfit men are appointed the responsibility could then be fixed. 
Considering such a plan infinitely better than the present one, 
we recommend it for your action. 

While the diversity of our industries has 
served as ashield to protect the business interests 
of our city from the violent disturbances growing Taga are 
out of labor conditions, still in several lines, Trade 
notably the building trade, heavy financial 
losses have been incurred, and conditions unprofitable alike to 
employer and employee have resulted. 

In the last report of your Board of Directors arbitration was 
urged to settle disputes growing out of differences existing in 
trade and manufactures, and an effort to bring about such a 
result made. Unfortunately labor reasoned that a tribunal of 
the Board of Trade could not be impartial. The reasonable and 
best solution is to come together for discussion, and what cannot 
be decided upon in conference is, as a general thing, not sufficient 
of itself, to create a break, and if left to an impartial arbitrator 
both parties must unquestionably be the gainer. We can only 
renew our former suggestion in the hope that good may come of it. 

In the message submitted to Common Council 
by Mayor Doremus, there are several suggestions Progressive 

‘ , : . Ideas 
of reform, which, if carried to a successful issue 
would be of great public benefit; particularly his 
recommendation in favor of the creation of a Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment. 

Such a Department would enable the various departments 
of the city government to be handled and managed to much 
better advantage than under present conditions. 

He also urges the establishment of an Ambulance System 


in the Eastern section of the city. 

We, as a body, would go a little further, and endorse the 
recommendation of the last Grand Jury in favor of an Ambulance 
System in connection with the hospitals, in order that a physician 
may be available when required. | 

His utterances in connection with the indecent placarding 
of objectionable theatrical shows has met the approval of all right 
thinking people. The indifference of the Police Department to 
such matters deserve censure, and moreover, your Board feel that 


39 


a halt should be called on productions indecent and immoral in 
character. 

We desire to take advantage of this opportunity to compli- 
ment the Board on the great success of our annual banquets. 
These affairs originally were intended to bring about social inter- 
course among members. The wide popularity which they have 
attained has helped to advertise Newark and has added very 
much to our prestige at home and abroad. 


These occasions have enabled the Board to extend its hos- 
pitality to many gentlemen prominent in National and State 
affairs, and it is certainly gratifying to feel that when Committees 
go to Washington to look after public interests that they have 
friends at Court. 

Among some of the eminent gentlemen that our Board has 
had the distinction of entertaining as guests are Vice-President 
Fairbanks, Senators Carmack, Dolliver, Blackburn, Clark, 
Daniels, Congressman Burton and others. 


We consider it due to the Chairmen and members of both 
the Standing Committees and Special Committees, to record an 
acknowledgment of thanks in the name of the Board for their 
services; a recognition which is justly due. 


To our representatives at Washington, Senators Dryden 
and Kean, and Congressmen Parker and Wiley, we feel under 
many obligations, for courtesies received, and for assistance to 
Committees and delegations appearing at hearings of Congres- 
sional Committees, or before officials of Departments, and it is a 
pleasure to say of Mayor Doremus that he desires to be counted 
as a working and active member ready at all times to co-operate 
in every possible way to advance the work of the Board of Trade, 
because in so doing he feels that he is working for the develop- 
ment of Newark. 


To the press of the city this Board is grateful, not only for 
the publication given the proceedings of our meetings, and the 
doings of our Committees, but particularly for the cordial spirit 
of good will manifested, and the hearty co-operation given in 
support of measures advocated having to do with the public 
welfare. 

The Board of Directors desire to enter in this annual report 
an earnest expression of appreciation of the faithful and efficient 
services of Secretary Reilly, and of the stenographer, Miss Esther 
Mahon, both of whom have been untiring and intelligent in their 
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work and to both of whom much of the good work of the Board 
is due. 

In closing this already too voluminous report, permit us to 
add a few words in answer to the query: Why business men find 
time to interest themselves in a body like the Board of Trade? 

Our answer to this is, in the form of another question: 

Where else does the individual citizen come in for considera- 
tion by either political parties in the matter of government, in 
the selection of representatives, or in any way have a right to 
criticise the action of public officials? What say has he in the 
making of nominations, or in the matter of legislation, State, 
municipal or otherwise? 

When a man stands on the floor of the Board of Trade to 
give voice to his opinion upon any or all questions of a public 
character, he receives attention. 

In the words of an ex-President of this Board, it is not only 
an honor to hold membership, and to be numbered as one of the 
finest representative body of men in our community and State, 
but it is a privilege, indeed, and one every citizen of repute should 
be proud to attain. 

Submitted with the approval and endorsement of the Board 
of Directors. 

JAs. M. ReiLiy, 
Secretary. 
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SECRETARY’S STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending December 3lst, 1904. 


CASH ACCOUNTS. 


Dr. 
SEO ABD Woe) Maen La homey eR See $ 10 00 
TO .Cas fOr Syria eee PON AS eet a 10 00 
evcash torarinitaloues: BOOR 3 s.r ib he 20 00 
Wo ene Tor arin) cies. (1000 (tess Ck ue 170 00 
SeicAeh dorannival cdes 1004.40 hop eos Oe 7,530 00 
ONHeD TOT Arnal Fines NIOOR: CIM i ise 2 hes ae 290 00 
——— $8,030 00 
Cr. 
By cash deposited in the Manufacturers’ National 
Bank to the credit of the Treasurer-............. $8,030 00 $8,030 00 
MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT. 
Number of members January ‘ist. a ee ee 685 
New members: elected during year oe 244 929 
Nee STEN 4 (356 Co eC RIE MU OPEN ( BLN IEE Kd SUN hs SUNT ARUP Tek EL, 19 
Deceased duit Yl ep hs UNCUT y be 8 cue nee rer cr ease 4 
Dropped aromirOu ese is eee a CON See ee 9 32 
Teyt rt 65 a Get oe 897 
JAMES M. REILLY, 
January 11, 1905. Secretary. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT. 
For the year ending December 3lIst, 1904. 


Dr. 
ao Oalatice inibank January let co eee a $3,986 02 
To cash received ‘from Secretary. .....-.-.-.--.. 8,030 00 
To cash interest ‘on deposits 04.0 a eae, 119 20 
————— $12,135 22 
Cr. 
By disbursements on orders passed by Board of 
PAPO COTS. 3 cl ee at ee eee $6,251 86 
By balance in Bank December 31st..................--.....- 5,883 36 
—— $12,135 22 
JAMES E. FLEMING, 
January 11th, 1905. Treasurer. 
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RECORD OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
DURING THE YEAR 1904 


METRIC SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Whereas, The Newark Board of Trade has been informed 
that legislation looking to the adoption of the metric system of 
weights and measures as legal standards of the United States and 
Territories is about to be made compulsory, 

Resolved, That this Board earnestly protest against any 
change in the existing system of weights and measures or the 
compulsory adoption of the Metric System in the United States 
or its Territories. 

Adopted January 14, 1904. 


ADVOCATING LEGISLATION FAVORABLE TO THE REVIVAL OF 
AMERICAN SHIPPING IN THE FOREIGN TRADE. 


Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark 
favors the enactment of legislation in the interest of the revival 
of American shipping in the foreign trade, and hope that through 
the careful consideration of all issues involved there may be 
developed by our National Legislative and Executive Depart- 
ments a wise and efficient plan for the creation of a suitable 
American Merchant Marine to be built, owned, officered, and as 
far as may be, manned by American citizens. 

Resolved, That a copy of this report be transmitted to the 
commercial, maritime and trade associations of the United 
States and to the Senators and members of Congress from New 
Jersey. 

Adopted January 14, 1904. 


TO PREVENT UNJUST DISCRIMINATION IN TARIFF RATES AND 
TO PREVENT THE CHARGING OF UNREASONABLE RATES BY 
RAILROADS. 

Whereas, The important commercial bodies of the United 
States petitioned Congress for the enactment of the so-called 
Elkins Bill, which measure prohibited any departure from 
published tariff rates for the transportation of property, imposing 
heavy penalties for any violation in the payment of rebates or 
otherwise, and 

Whereas, Great benefit to the commercial interests of the 
country have been conferred through the operation of this 
measure, it has proved effectual in removing and remedying 
flagrant wrong occasioned in the past by discriminations between 
individual shippers, 

Resolved, That it is of equal importance to secure the enact- 
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ment of further legislation which will prevent unjust discrimi- 
nation in tariff rates between different localities and between 
different descriptions of traffic, and also to prevent the charging 
of unreasonable rates. Further 

Resolved, That the Board of Trade of this city, representing 
its commercial and manufacturing interests, believe that author- 
ity should be vested in the Interstate Commerce Commission to 
determine wherein rates are discriminative or unreasonable, 
and that their decision should become immediately effective and 
continue until over-ruled by the Courts. 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the repre- 
sentatives from the State of New Jersey and that they be urged 
to use their best efforts to secure the enactment of such legislation 
as will accomplish the purpose indicated and give practical effect 
to the primary requirements of the Act to Regulate Commerce, 
viz.: ‘‘ All charges made for any service rendered or to be rendered 
in the transportation of passengers or property, or in connection 
therewith, shall be reasonable and just.”’ 

Adopted January 14, 1904. 


ADVOCATING IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVIGATION AND IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES. 


Whereas, It is desirable to give expression to the aroused 
and growing appreciation of the value and importance of the 
waterways in and about the City of Newark, their improvement 
and development, to meet the demands of our increasing com- 
merce, and 

Whereas, It is an uncontroverted fact that the system of 
navigation of any country besides essential as great highways of 
commerce are natural and effective regulators of freight rates, 
and therefore their continuous and systematic improvement is 
urged, and 

Whereas, Other communities with greatly inferior tonnage 
and value over less important waterways than the Passaic, 
through their activity and earnest Sane ae he greater 
appropriations; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we consider the oe Passaic 
River and Newark Bay to 12 feet at low water uly. the ORE 
in force an immediate necessity. 

Resolved, That in view of the great increase af Rowtask's 
manufacturing industries in the past few years, the certain. and 
early extension of her corporate limits, the present demafids of 
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her rapidly growing water borne commerce, it is a necessity 
recognized by this Board that calls for a new survey and report 
as to the feasibility and cost of a channel not less than 15 feet 
deep at mean low water and that this request be urged for 
adoption by Congress. 

Resolved, That in addition to a deeper channel in the Passaic 
and Bay as important factors in the growth and prosperity of 
this and adjoining communities, improved conditions in some 
of the bridges over these waters are imperatively demanded, 
and in the opinion of this Board all pile bridges should be replaced 
at the earliest possible moment by those of modern construction 
carried on permanent piers with spans of not less than 100 feet. 

Resolved, That we earnestly and emphatically object to the 
erection of any new bridge carried on piles or with narrow draw 
openings. 

Adopted February 10, 1904. 


BILLBOARD ADVERTISING MEASURE. 


Whereas, The provisions of Assembly Bill No. 183 are con- 
sidered onerous and prohibitory by the representatives of the 
mercantile and commercial interests of the City of Newark, and 

Whereas, We consider such legislation injurious to the trade 
interests of the State at large and to Newark in particular, and, 
moreover, that such a measure is in restraint of trade and there- 
fore unconstitutional; be it 

Resolved, That we enter an emphatic protest against the 
passage of such measure and that we earnestly petition the Legis- 
lature to defeat its enactment. 

Adopted March 9th, 1904. 


TAXATION OF SECOND CLASS RAILROAD PROPERTY. 


Whereas, Under existing laws when railroad companies 
acquire additional property to be used for railroad purposes, 
such property is removed from the lists of the taxable property 
of the municipality in which it is located, and only partially taxed 
by the State; and 

Whereas, Such acquisitions have increased enormously in 
recent years and must necessarily continue to increase, thereby 
imposing additional and unjust burdens upon the other taxable 
property of such municipality; therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the Committee on Taxation of the 
Board of Trade of the City of Newark, do hereby respectfully 
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petition and urge the Legislature of the State of New Jersey to 
enact a law which will provide for the assessment of all such 
railroad properties upon the same basis and at the same rate as 
the property of individuals in such municipalities are taxed, and 
further that all moneys paid for taxes on this class of property . 
to the State shall be distributed to the various municipalities in 
which such properties are located. 
Approved March 9th, 1904. 


EIGHT HOUR BILL. 


Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark 
is opposed to the enactment of the so-called Eight Hour Bill now 
before the Committee on Labor of the House of Representatives 
as we consider such a law would injure the manufacturing, com- 
mercial and labor interests of the United States. 

Adopted March 9th, 1904. 


FAVORING THE EQUAL TAXATION OF ALL RAILROAD 
PROPERTY. 


Whereas, The belief has become general that the large rail- 
road interests of the State do not pay their fair proportion of the 
annual taxes levied to support the municipalities of the State, and 

Whereas, The question of Equal Taxation has been a subject 
for discussion and study for a number of years, and has engaged 
the attention of the public bodies at various times, culminating 
in the introduction in the General Assembly during the week 
of January 25th, 1904, of a bill providing that all such properties 
shall be assessed upon the same basis and at the same rate as the 
property of individuals and that all moneys paid for taxes on this 
class of property shall be distributed to the various municipalities 
in which such properties are located. 

Whereas, The provisions of these measures are eminently 
fair and have the endorsement of the entire tax-paying public 
aside from the corporations affected, and 

Whereas, Every effort made to have these measures acted 
upon during the present session of the Legislature, or even con- 
sidered by that body, having failed, and notice having been given 
that the Legislature would adjourn tonight, considering the 
importance of the interests affected and the urgency for some 
remedy to equalize the burdens imposed upon the vairous munici- 
palities, be it 

Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark 
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considering the issue involved in this question of the highest im- 
portance to the public welfare, hereby records a formal pledge 
to issue an appeal to the tax-paying public of this State urging 
an independent movement to compel all candidates for member- 
ship in the next Legislature to place themselves on record and to 
pledge themselves to work and vote for the enactment of meas- 
ures which will guarantee to the people in all parts of this State 
equality of taxation. 

Resolved, That we favor the organization of a State League 
to carry out the intent and purpose covered in the foregoing 
resolution and that a committee of twenty-five be appointed by 
the President of this Board to effect the organization of such a 
League, and that membership in this League shall be open to all 
commercial, civic and other organized bodies except those of a 
political character, who shall appoint delegates with power to 
advocate the principles for which such League is formed. 

Adopted March 25th, 1904. 


FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF POINT JUDITH. 


Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark 
respectfully petitions the Congress of the United States to make 
the necessary provision without delay for completing the Harbor 
of Refuge at Point Judith, R. J. That work has been under- 
takenEby the Government in recognition of the great dangers 
that always threaten the life and shipping at that point on our 
coast, and has heen carried almost to completion, includiug the 
Easterly shorearm breakwater, which latter is a necessary part 
of the improvement only remaining to be constructed. The 
Easterly .shorearm breakwater, however, is essential to protect 
the mouth of the Harbor against the sweep of the sea, and provide 
the other conditions which are desirable in a Harbor of Refuge 
besides safety from storms, and the Harbor will be unsafe and 
almost useless until this important and comparatively small part 
of the work is completed. The enormous commerce and large 
number of lives imperiled in the absence of this small appropria- 
tion appeals to Congress for immediate action. 

Adopted April 13th, 1904. 


TO IMPROVE TRADE CONDITIONS WITH CHINA. 


Whereas, It is essential to the continued prosperity of the 
rapidly growing industrial and mercantile interests of America 
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that there should be the broadest possible extension of markets 
for our products, and 

Whereas, It is necessary that better trade relations may be 
established with China, in order to realize the vast possibilities 
in that direction for American manufacturing and mercantile 
interests, and 

Whereas, The visit to America of His Highness, Prince Pu 
Lun, Imperial Commissioner to the St. Louis Exposition, affords 
an opportunity for preliminary steps toward bringing about 
larger trade relations between the American and Chinese people, 
be it 

Resolved, By the Board of Trade of the City of Newark that 
we urge the United States Government through its proper author- 
ities to put into operation regulations which, while excluding 
Chinese laborers from further admission to the United States, 
will provide for the admission and protectionof the legally exempt 
classes of Chinese citizens, who under the present laws are 
entitled as officials, merchants, students and tourists to visit our 
country and to this end we endorse the proposition to require 
conclusive credentials for this purpose to be procured from our 
diplomatic representative in Pekin and authorized Consular 
officials of the United States stationed in the treaty ports of 
China, also . 

That we join with other commercial organizations of the 
leading cities of the United States in requesting His Imperial 
Highness, Prince Pu Lun, to procure the appointment of a Com- 
mission by the Chinese Government who shall in the near future 
visit the leading cities of the United States for the purpose of 
personally inspecting our varied manufacturing, mercantile and 
educational institutions, to the end that better understanding 
may thus be brought about and may speedily result in the estab- 
lishment of larger and better trade relations between the people 
of the two countries. 

Adopted May 11th, 1904. 


OPPOSING THE GRANTING OF A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT 
A LOOP AROUND THE NEW CITY HALL. 


Whereas, Application for the right to girdle the new City 
Hall property for trolley loop purposes has been made to the 
Board of Street and Water Commissioners, and an ordinance has 
passed its first reading before the said Board, and 

Whereas, This Board of Trade has at all times been foremost 


49 


in advocating public improvements considered for the best 
interests of the entire community, and has been equally observant 
and active in opposing the granting of special privileges or per- 
mitting encroachments upon public or private rights, and 

Whereas, In advocating municipal progress and develop- 
ment this Board was largely instrumental in creating public 
sentiment in favor of securing the building of a new City Hall, 
and cannot fail to regard the pending application as a wanton 
encroachment, one absolutely unnecessary and uncalled for. 

Because, No substantial or valid reason has been advanced 
which would justify any municipal officer of this city voting in 
favor of such a proposition. 

Because, The proposal that such a loop would tend to 
relieve the congestion at the four corners and improve the trolley 
service throughout the city cannot be accepted as favorable to 
the application made, for the reason that if such a loop in the 
central part of the city will bring about such conditions, Public 
Service has a right to purchase private property for the safe and 
economic conduct of their business without asking the public to 
make a donation to them. 

Because, In the purchase of this property by the people of 
the City of Newark, a high order of civic pride was represented 
and no official invested by the people with governing authority 
should dare to grant away to any individual or corporation the 
money or property of the citizens of this city without due com- 
pensation; therefore be it 

Resolved, That a protest be entered in the name of this Board 
with the Mayor of the City, the Board of Street and Water Com- 
missioners and the Common Council against the granting of a 
right which will permit the building or laying of trolley or rail- 
road tracks on properties purchased by the city for a special 
purpose. 

Resolved, That if the protest entered by this Board is not 
respected, the President be authorized to appoint a committee 
to act in the name of the Board, and that full power be conferred 
on the said committee, to commence legal proceedings against 
the carrying out of such encroachment and abuse of public rights. 

Adopted May 11th, 1904. 


FAVORING THE REMOVAL OF THE ALMSHOUSE TO A NEW SITE 


Whereas, In 1899 the City Almshouse was made the subject 
of discussion by the Grand Jury then sitting, and their present- 
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ment and recommendation for its removal to another site where 
considerable ground for farming purposes could be had, received 
the endorsement of this Board, and 

Whereas, Attention has again been called to this matter by 
his honor, Mayor Doremus, and the suggestion has been offered 
for locating this institution at Verona or some point where suit- 
able lands may be secured; be it 

Resolved, That this Board of Trade favors the carrying out 
of such a project on behalf of the broken down working people 
who find it necessary to seek shelter under the public care. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Municipal Affairs be re- 
quested to give this subject their careful consideration and confer 
with the proper committee of Common Council and city officials 
with reference to the abandonment of the present almshouse and 
its establishment in a more favorable location. 

Adopted June 8th, 1904. 


ADVOCATING THE CREATION OF A GENERAL PURCHASING 
DEPARTMENT BY THE CITY. 


Whereas, The advisability of creating a department for the 
purchase of supplies required for public use by the several depart- 
ments of the city government has been brought to the attention 
of the Board of Trade, with a request that the matter be given 
careful consideration, and 

Whereas, The concentration of responsibility as well as the 
advantages of purchasing supplies in bulk, according to known 
business methods, appears to men of affairs as a reasonable and 
safe proposition, be it 

Resolved, That a Special Committee of five members be 
appointed for the purpose of conferring with the Mayor and such 
other city officials as may be determined, to ascertain the feasi- 
bility of carrying into effect such a plan, and that the committee 
be requested to report to this Board the result of their findings 
at an early date. 

Adopted November 16th, 1904. 


TO COMPEL THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN GRADE 
CROSSINGS. 


Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark 
endorse the petition of the Clinton Hill Improvement Association 
urging the doing away with grade crossings on the West Newark 
Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and that a special com- 
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mittee be appointed to represent this Board, and present to the 
Board of Street and Water Commissioners the necessity for an 
immediate commencement of action to compel the removal not 
only of these crossings, but all other grade crossings within the 
corporate limits of the city. 

Motion was made to have a Special Committee appointed to 
investigate conditions, and the above resolution was offered as 
an amendment to the motion and adopted by unanimous vote. 

November 16, 1904. 


FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF VICE. 


Whereas, The fair name of this city has of late been called 
into question by statements and criticisms in the press and by 
public utterances, largely based on the recent fatalities in a 
so-called ‘“‘ Hotel”’ under reprehensible and disgraceful conditions, 
and 

Whereas, It is asserted that the circumstances and attention 
shown to the unfortunate victims of this tragedy was in many 
respects contrary to city ordinances, and 

Whereas, It is further publicly asserted that pool selling and 
policy playing is conducted in this city practically in an open 
and undisturbed manner, that laxity and indifference to a strict 
observance of our ordinance is also noticeable, and that in the 
criticisms referred to the police force are held up as derelict in 
their duty, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Board organized for the advancement 
of all that relates to the welfare, prosperity and good order of 
this community, view with regret the necessity that calls forth 
these strictures, and consider that the good name of the police 
of this city should be conserved and placed on a par with that of 
our firemen, and to this end be it 

Resolved, That the attention of His Honor, the Mayor, as 
well as that of the Police Commissioners of this city, be called to 
this situation by sending them copies of these resolutions with 
request that they investigate these statements so publicly made 
and take such action as may be right and proper to protect the 
good name of Newark. 

November 16, 1904. 


A VOTE OF THANKS. 


Resolved, That this Board desires to record its obligations 
and express its thanks to the daily papers of Newark for their 
wise, persistent and hearty advocacy of a Small Board of 
Education. 

Adopted November 16, 1906. 
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REPORTS 


OF COMMITTEES 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RIVER AND NAVIGATION 
INTERESTS FOR THE YEAR 1904 


To THE BoaRD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—In submitting a report of the work attended 
to by the Committee on River and Navigation Interests for the 
past year we find it possible to treat only the more important 
matters which have occupied our attention; as to attempt to 
enter into detail regarding the numerous hearings before the 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, the Committee on Rivers and Harbors of 
Congress, besides interviews with City, State and other officials, 
on matters relating to river improvements, would involve too 
much time in its presentation. 

With the commencement of the year the Committee found 
the conditions maintaining in the channel in serious shape, 
caused by the filling in with silt occasioning heavy shoaling, 
due to the great flood of October, 1903. The work of improve- 
ment which was being carried on by the Government came to 
a stand still also for lack of appropriation to continue it. It 
was anticipated, however, that work under the new contract 
authorized by Congress, and approved by the War Department, 
which provided for a 12-foot channel, would be commenced. 

The unusual severity of the preceding Winter produced 
great fields of ice, which accumulated and became anchored 
between the bridge of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company and 
the bridge of the New Jersey Central Railroad Company across 
Newark Bay, to an extent which compelled a practical suspension 
of navigation between this city and New York for a number of 
weeks. 

The retention of the ice between these bridges is due to the 
faulty construction of the Long Bridge of the Central Railroad 
Company, which serves as a barrier to its exit to the sea. The 
ice-flow with each outgoing tide finds an anchorage along the 
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whole line of the bridge owing to the thousands of piles which 
have been driven during the past forty years by the Railroad 
Company in repairing this structure. 

This interference with navigation imposes a heavy burden 
and serious financial loss to shippers and receivers; which your 
Committee feel is not justified and some redress should be had. 

In the early part of the year a tour of inspection of the river 
and bay was made for the purpose of noting conditions, and 
particularly to take observations and photographs of the various 
bridges across the same. Invitations were extended to, and 
accepted by Congressmen Parker and Wiley, Mayor Doremus, 
Lieut. Commander H. H. Hosley, in charge of the waterways in 
and about New York, representatives from the Board of Works, 
and by others interested in the work of improvement going on in 
the river. Several practical suggestions resulted from this trip, 
which the Committee will endeavor to have carried out in the 
near future. . 

It was noted particularly that the Central’ Railroad Com- 
pany of New Jersey, since the previous inspection of a year ago, 
had not completed the second draw-opening in their bay bridge, 
that they had used large quantities of stone to strengthen sec- 
tions of the present structure by dumping between the piling, 
contrary to law, or Government Regulations, which confines the 
deposit of all solid filling to the section back of the bulkhead line, 

It was the general opinion that this structure was a menace 
to navigation; that it seriously interferes with the commerce of 
the Passaic and Hackensack Rivers, and as it was erected as a 
temporary affair over forty years ago, it should be removed and 
an up-to-date bridge constructed. 

An action has been commenced to secure its removal, and 
we are pleased to report that under date of May 28th, 1904, the 
Honorable Robert Shaw Oliver, Acting Secretary of War, in a 
reply states: 


‘That there are old piles and other materials which are not 
a necessary part of the bridge, which were left in the waterway, 
and that they obstruct the flow of the tides to a more or less 
extent, and that the Company has been notified to remove the 
same. ”’ 


Again, under date of June 30th, 1904, he states: 


“That from the reports of the Engineer Authorities it ap- 
pears that while there is no doubt that the navigation interests 
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are handicapped by this bridge, and that its entire reconstruction 
is desirable, the necessity for such entire reconstruction will be so 
evident in the near future that it will be required.” 

We consider it important that a modern structure should 
replace this bridge, one with proper draw openings, in line not 
only with the demands of present-day commerce, but looking 
ahead to the splendid prospect of the early development and use 
of the magnificent Newark Bay shore frontage and adjoining 
property, which even at this time the commerce of the Port of 
New York are now considering as their only opportunity for 
extension of storage and docking privileges. 

The experience of the Committee serves to prove that the 
most effective means in securing concessions or consideration 
from railroad companies, bridge owners, and contractors, is per- 
sistent and continuous agitation and attention, and we have not 
been unmindful of this fact in urging our claims in all matters 
having to do with the improvement of the river and bay, or in 
conserving its navigable condition. 

We have maintained the most cordial relations with the 
members of the Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., in charge of the 
waterways in and about New York, through interviews and 
hearings at which plans were submitted and discussed. 

A number of conferences were held with officials and repre- 
sentatives of Bayonne, interested in the construction of a new 
bridge across Newark Bay, which was being advocated by Con- 
gressman Benny, of Hudson County. 

Our object was to secure the construction of a bridge built 
on modern principles, with stone piers, set at least 300 feet apart, 
with draw-openings of sufficient width to accommodate all types 
of vessels engaged in the carrying trade, and to be sufficiently 
high so as not to interfere with navigation. 

The members of the Committee at a hearing before the 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee at Washington, 
were agreeably surprised by the presentation of a letter received 
from the office of the Honorable Secretary of War, reciting that 
the bill in question should be amended in various respects, in 
order to meet requirements adopted by the War Department, 
which amendments we learned were submitted in answer to the 
written request of this Board of Trade, as contained in the series 
of resolutions adopted at our February meeting. 

The Committee endeavored at these various hearings to 
make it plain that we were not opposed to any measure designed 
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to improve local conditions between communities, but insisted 
that it was equally important for all parties at interest to secure 
the construction of a bridge which would not create an unneces- 
sary burden. 

The amendments submitted by the War Department were 
more wide-sweeping than we had dared to hope for, providing 
that the bridge should be built upon stone piers, 300 feet apart, 
that draw-openings should be not less than 100 feet in width, 
and that the bridge should be not less than 30 feet above tide 
water. 

Your Committee feel highly gratified that the War Depart- 
ment has recognized the justice of our protests in the matter of 
bridge construction, as we realize the great drawback to the rapid 
future development along these waterways is to be found in the 
present inadequate and crude construction of bridges, which 
have been erected both by municipalities and corporations. 

Delegations representing the Committee on River and 
Navigation Interests appeared in Washington on several occa- 
sions before the Committee on Rivers and Harbors, to urge the 
expenditure of the appropriation of $296,000, authorized by Act 
of Congress on June 13th, 1902, for the further improvement of 
the channel of the river and bay. 

We have every reason to believe that during the present 
session this amount will be made available, and anticipate an 
increased appropriation, which will be sufficient to permit the 
letting of a contract for the completion of the project as reported 
by the Corps of Engineers and adopted by the War Department, 
which calls for a channel 12 feet in depth, and 200 feet wide, 
from deep water in Newark Bay to the Nairn Linoleum Dock, 
and from thence to the Greenwood Lake Railroad bridge 10 feet 
in depth and 200 feet wide. 

The Committee has also commenced an agitation to secure 
the making of a new survey looking to an increased width in the 
channel, and a further deepening to at least 20 feet, which project 
we feel it necessary to advocate in view of the fact, that the carry- 
ing trade on all the waterways of the United States is being done 
by vessels of heavier type and greater tonnage. 

The number of years that it has taken the Committees to 
bring about the improvements which have been made, and are 
now about to be carried out by the Government, would indicate 
that if we wish to secure a 20-foot depth by 1910, we must take 
hold of the matter now, and continue a persistent effort to secure 
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legislation. We feel confident the natural increase in commerce 
will require and warrant such additional depth before the year 
mentioned. 

The project now under way, it is not expected, will be com- 
pleted before the year 1907, and as it was proposed and advocated 
in 1900 it will be seen that we must commence today to secure 
the improvements which will be required in 1910. 

Through our effort an appropriation of $10,000 was secured 
from the Emergency Fund to be expended in removing bars 
formed by deposits occasioned by the flood of the preceding year, 
which interfered with navigation. 

The most strenuous labor the Committee has ever been 
called upon to perform was in connection with the application 
made to the Secretary of War by the Merchants’ Association of 
New York City for an order to authorize the various railroad 
companies to close their bridges over these waters two and one- 
half hours in the morning, and two and one-half hours in the 
afternoon of each day, suspending river traffic during these hours. 

We secured the appointment of a Court of Inquiry before 
whom several hearings were held. The final action in the matter 
was announced under date of November 11th, 1903, by the 
Acting Secretary of War, to the effect, that these bridges could 
not be closed to navigation, until they were raised a specified 
height above low water, and until the Government had completed 
river improvements, so that tidal conditions would not be a 
factor in the navigation of these waterways. 

This in the judgment of your Committee is a just and wise 
decision, conserving the interests of those owning wharf property 
and amply protecting the rights of vessel owners and shippers 
and receivers of freights; any other ruling would be detrimental 
to these interests and partial to that of the railroads, who were 
the actual parties behind the movement instituted through the’ 
Merchants’ Association. 

In furthering the improvement of the river, and in order to 
be properly informed as to the actual conditions of the work in 
progress, competent persons have been employed to take sound- 
ings in the channel, from deep water in Newark Bay to the Green- 
wood Lake Railroad Bridge. The result of this work was sur- 
prising to the Committee, as it was shown that a wide divergence 
exists between our findings and the reports made by the 
Engineers in former years, as laid down on the maps used for 
reference by the Engineers in charge, and these differences are 
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ascribed to the lessened flow of the headwaters of the river due 
to their diversion for water supply uses. 

At various points along the river a record has been kept of 
the rise and fall of the tides, which record will, without doubt, 
be of very great service and value to the Committee in its work. 

It becomes more evident every year that there is urgent 
necessity for guarding the present condition of the river, by ad- 
vocating the widening of the draws in all bridges, and by persist- 
ent effort to secure greater interest on the part of the Govern- 
ment in the deepening and widening of the channel. 

The movement of freight on this river during the past year 
aggregated 2,500,000 tons, with an estimated value of over 
$130,000,000. This, when taken into consideration with the 
rapid growth in population and industry, not only in the City of 
Newark, but the surrounding cities and towns, and the great 
increase in municipal improvements, serves to indicate that the 
Passaic River is bound to be a great factor in our future develop- 
ment. | 

The evolution going on in the construction of all classes of 
vessels engaged in the carrying trade, from light to deep draught, 
from sail to steam, necessitates an increased depth, if we expect 
to reap the full advantage of having our raw materials and bulk 
freights delivered at the lowest cost. To obtain minimum rates, 
freight cargoes must be of the largest size, and deliveries must be 
made free from lighterage and detentions. If a proper com- 
prehension of the magnitude of the tonnage of freight moved to 
and from Newark by water, and its effect in securing advan- 
tageous rates on similar material carried by rail, could be im- 
pressed upon business men, they would be stimulated to urge 
and demand improvements calling for a greater depth of water. 

Should the two million and more tons of freight now carried 
by water to this city be diverted by any cause, and the railroads 
compelled to carry and deliver the same, it would amount to a 
blockade on the various roads coming into this city, it would 
overflow their terminal freight facilities, and would undoubtedly 
advance the cost of delivery on all classes of freight 75% to 100% 
or it would mean that the Railroad Companies would have to 
double their present local capacity of track mileage and equip- 
ments. 

This Committee submits the opinion that the‘improvement 
of the Passaic River, from deep water in Newark Bay to the head 
of navigation, is an all-important matter, not only for the Newark 
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of today, but for the future Greater Newark, as well as for the 
upbuilding and development of the communities located along 
the banks of the river. 

The crowded condition of wharf property fronting on the 
Hudson and the East Rivers, the Kill-von-Kull, and Arthur’s 
Kill, as far as Amboy, leaves no reasonable doubt, but what the 
shore front of Newark Bay its entire length, will be in active 
demand within the next twenty-five years, and that it will be 
used not only for railway terminal facilities, where the products 
of the mine and farm from the West and South will be unloaded 
and loaded on ocean-going vessels for distribution to all parts of 
the world, but that it will become the great manufacturing and 
shipping district of a great city. 

Our business public must be aroused to the importance of 
advocating these improvements; we must work together to rid 
the Passaic from its present polluted condition; we must urge 
and demand the reconstruction of bridges, and advocate the 
adoption of a project looking to a channel at least twenty feet in 
depth, so as to invite the heavier types of vessels engaged in the 
carrying trade to load and unload at our wharves. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee, 


GEORGE W. ToMKINS, 
Chairman. 
James M. REILLY, 
Secretary. 
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REPORT ON THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT OF NAVIGATION ON 
THE MORRIS CANAL. 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 

GENTLEMEN—For several years past the Board of Trade 
has manifested an interest in the question of Canal Abandon- 
ment. It has repeatedly called attention to the neglect and 
apparent uselessness of the canal. It has pronounced it a 
menace to health, and a detriment to property and business 
interests. 

On several occasions committees of the Board have agitated 
the question of doing away with this canal, and on one occasion 
the attention of the Grand Jury was called to its unsanitary 
condition. On another occasion the attention of the Board of 
Health was called to the danger of pollution to food-stuffs in 
Centre Market owing to the foul condition of the canal. 

As a result of our presentment to the Grand Jury, the lessees 
of this property condescended to partly remove the accumulated 
filth of years from the bed, and to flush the canal at stated 
intervals with fresh water, thereby giving partial relief. 

The abandoned condition of this property, the fact that the 
carrying trade had apparently ceased, the wretched unsanitary 
condition in which it was allowed to become through the neglect 
of the Lessees, its damaging effects on adjacent property and 
business, stimulated the belief that its abandonment would be 
for the best interests of the City of Newark. 

Before advocating such an action it became necessary to 
consider how to protect the interests of the city, of individuals, 
and other communities. 

Aside from the legal problems involved, which, as business 
men we considered should be taken care of by the legal officials 
of the City, and State, it became a conviction with the members 
of your committee, that navigation should be abandoned on the 
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canal, and that the State should commence an action to that 
end for forfeiture of charter owing to non-use, and mis-use. 

To conserve the route of the canal for other useful public 
uses, became a question of concern,and to guard the water rights 
held by the Morris Canal Company under charter grants for the 
use of municipalities, was also considered an imperative duty. 

When legislation was attempted some years ago this Board 
through its Committee appeared before the Committees of the 
House of Assembly, and protested against the legislation then 
pending. During the session of 1903 a written protest signed 
by the officers of the Board, and the Chairmen of the Legislative 
and Canal Committee, was filed with the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Railroads and Canals. 

In this protest it was represented: 

First: That there was no intent to enter into a discussion 
as to the legality of ownership with the East Jersey Water Com- 
pany, or with the State for allowing a usurpation of right by this 
Company to control the water supply, but the Committee entered 
an emphatic protest against any further action which would 
confirm, place, or vest in any corporation the right to control 
what remains of the watersheds, water rights, or water supply in 
Northern New Jersey. 

SEcOND: The query was made, Does any member of this 
Assembly believe that the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company has 
any right, title or interest to the waters of this State, other than 
that granted by the charter of the Morris Canal and Banking 
Company for purposes of navigation? 

TuirD: Again the query was made, What does the State 
of New Jersey owe to this Company that you should be asked to 
sacrifice not only these valuable water rights which should 
belong to the people, but also the rights of individuals to lands 
which were given for canal purposes with the understanding 
that upon its abandonment title to these lands would revert 
back to the original grantors? 

FourtH: It was asked, What prevented the Attorney- 
General of this State from taking proceedings in the name of 
the people of this State to compel this Company to carry out its 
obligations, or to suffer forfeiture for failing to do so. 

Objections were made to the Legislature conferring title to 
property and lands the use of which was given for a specific 
purpose, or abrogating in any way the reversionary rights due 
to owners of such lands. 
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It was stated as the views of the Committee that this water- 
way had been improperly managed, and that it had been mis- 
managed for a purpose. 

We favored legislation which would permit a change of 
route, and the abandonment of that portion of the canal lying 
within the City of Newark, and its diversion by a shorter route 
to the Passaic River, or we favored the abandonment of this 
canal if its present owners so desired, without compensation, or 
if converted into new uses the Company to relinquish all claims 
to water rights or privileges. 

In a report presented to this Board at a Special Meeting 
held on December 28th, 1903, which was adopted and ordered 
sent to the Commissioners appointed by the Governor, it was 
set forth: 

First: That this Board advise against the adoption of any 
measure which would place the absolute disposal of this property 
and power to convert it into other uses in the hands of a corpora- 
tion, without reserving the right for the proper officials of the 
City of Newark to determine just what use shall be made of this 
property within its limits. 

SECOND: That careful consideration should be given by 
the Honorable Commission to all matters, or questions, wherein 
individual interests, reversionary rights, etc. are involved, and 
that the same shall be amply provided for. 

Tuirp: That the interests of our city will be best served 
by legislative action which will advance the welfare of the entire 
State, and for this reason your Committee recommends that any 
change in the use of the canal property shall be made under the 
supervision of, and for the benefit of, the State. 

FourtH: Under the Company’s charter the State may in 
1923 acquire the canal property at a fair valuation. The com- 
pany desires to abandon navigation now. If it is permitted to 
do this it should be on condition that the State shall take the 
property at this time, and thus now secure the benefits for which 
it would otherwise have to wait twenty years. Under the super- 
vision of the State the property can then be devoted to the public 
benefit and not continue subject to corporate interests. 

Firtu: In the opinion of your Committee all of the water 
rights controlled by this company, or by private individuals 
should, upon the abandonment of the canal, be secured by the 
State for the benefit of such of its municipalities as may need a 
further supply of pure and potable waters. 
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As a Committee we have persistently advocated the aban- 
donment of navigation on this canal, especially that section of it 
within the City of Newark, the conviction having been forced 
upon us that its usefulness as a canal no longer existed, and that 
it had become a public nuisance, depreciating values along its 
entire route within the city. 

The route of the canal lying within the city we advocated 
could be applied for the transfer of freights in the interests of our 
manufacturers and merchants, and in converting its route to 
other useful public uses, benefit would be created out of present 
unprofitable conditions. 

In submitting with your full approval and endorsement our 
recommendations to the Honorable Commissioners appointed 
to determine and report upon the whole question of Canal Aban- 
donment, under the concurrent resolution of the Senate and 
House of Assembly, adopted at the session of 1903, it was gener- 
ally expected their findings would enable this question to be 
satisfactorily disposed of by legislative enactment, and while 
the report of the Commission was considered satisfactory, the 
form of bill proposed by them met with general disfavor. 

It was expected in any general Act proposed provision 
would be made to safeguard the interests affected, and that the 
water rights involved would be placed in the care of the State 
for the use of municipalities interested. | 

We have considered it advisable to incorporate in this report 
an expression showing wherein the provisions of the bill intro- 
duced differs from the report presented by the Commissioners. 

On page 39 of the Commissioners’ report is found the follow- 
ing: 

We therefore report that legislation should be enacted, per- 
mitting abandonment of navigation on the Morris Canal. That 
necessarily involved repeal of the canal charter. The only 
method in our judgment by which such abandonment can be 
accomplished, and at the same time the rights of the State and 
all interested parties be protected, is by the exercise of the power 
ofeminent domain. Such legislation, however, should effectually 
safeguard the rights and interests of all parties. Provision 
should be made that the dams at Hopatcong and Greenwood 
Lakes be perpetually maintained, and that the waters of those 
lakes be not drawn off to such an extent as to entail injurious 
effects upon persons or property. The rights of municipalities 


in streets, and of all parties, whether public or private, to bridges, 
crossings, etc., should be conserved. 

In effecting such abandonment, or repeal by statute, regard 
must be had to the constitutional limitations and restrictions. 

No effectual safeguard of the rights and interests of all parties 
concerned is found in the Bill. 

No provision is made that the dams at Hopatcong and Green- 
wood Lakes be perpetually maintained, and that the waters of 
those lakes be not drawn off to such an extent as to entail injur- 
ious effects upon persons or property. The rights of munici- 
palities in streets, and of all parties, whether public or private, 
to bridges, crossings, etc., are not conserved. 

Provision is made in the Bill in Section 6 that “‘Sales of the 
lands and water rights of the Canal Company in Lake Hopatcong 
and Greenwood Lake respectively, and of the lands in or under 
the dams at the outlets thereof, shall be made subject to the 
restrictions, and upon the covenants and conditions, that said 
dams shall be forever maintained by the grantees thereof, their 
heirs, successors or assigns, so as to impound and retain the 
waters of said lakes at their respective present levels to be ascer- 
tained as provided in said Act.”’ 

This safeguard is merely a conditional one, as will be seen 
by reference to the following clause contained in the same 
Section 6: 

“Tf by the final action of the courts the grantee or grantees 
of the said lands or water rights, or any or them, their heirs, suc- 
cessors or assigns, shall be prevented from impounding or retain- 
ing the water of said lakes, or either of them, or from drawing 
the same down as in this Act provided, then such grantee or 
grantees shall be excused and released from any further obliga- 
tion to maintain a dam to impound such water as provided in the 
deeds or grants which they may have received for the same by 
Virtue.of this, Act.”* 

It is quite clear that the framers of the Act have serious 
doubts of the courts sustaining any attempted sale of the waters 
of the lakes, and therefore they cast an anchor to windward, and 
notwithstanding that in the first part of Section 6 of the Act they 
provide for covenants of the grantees that the dams and waters 
shall be forever maintained, they provide that the forever means 
conditionally, on getting what they want, otherwise they do not 
purpose to perpetually maintain the dams at Hopatcong and 
Greenwood Lakes, and that the waters of these lakes be not 
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drawn off to such an extent as to entail injurious effects to persons 
and property, as recommended by the Commissioners in their 
report. 


No provision is made in the Act for preserving the rights of 
the City of Newark in the Public Market, but we are told that 
the Commissioners to be appointed by the Governor may insert 
restrictions and covenants in deeds to be given to such portions 
of the canal as are sold, and that eventually they will look after 
Newark’s interests. 


Nor is there in the Act anything having regard to consti- 
tutional limitations and restrictions, as recommended by the 
Commissioners, instead of that, a novel method of condemnation 
is suggested, to wit.: That after the charter of the Morris Canal 
be repealed, and the Act repealing its charter is accepted, that 
sales may be made of all the property reverting to its original 
owners, and that the rule of valuation to be paid to the owners 
shall be the value of the property taken subject to continued use 
for canal purposes, (notwithstanding that the charter of the 
canal had been repealed), together with the damages arising out 
of the change from the use for canal purposes to the public use 
for which the same shall be taken by the purchasers. 


This is not having regard to constitutional limitations and 
restrictions as found in the Constitution of the State of New 
Jersey. 

The, Commissioners recommend that such legislation, how- 
ever, should effectually safeguard the rights and interests of all 
parties. 


Whenever land condemned for a particular use by a cor- 
poration having power to condemn is released from that use by 
the repeal of the charter of the corporation, that land at once 
reverts to its original owner as fully and as freely as if it had never 
been subjected to that use; and if it is to be again taken by a 
municipality having power to condemn in order to have legisla- 
tion which will effectually safeguard the rights and interests of 
such land owners, the legislation should provide for recondemna- 
tion of the land freed of the former use, and not retain that use 
after the life of the corporation ceases. Such provision for this 
novel method is purely in the interests of the owners of the lands 
or waters sought to be obtained in this matter. 


It has been stated generally that the report was a satisfac- 
tory one. It seemed to be so from the manner in which it started 
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out, but a careful and continued reading of the report compels a 
modification of this opinion. 

There seems to be no reason why the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to (amongst other things) fully and exhaustively exam- 
ined into * * * the question whether the powers and franchises 
granted to the Morris Canal and Banking Company have become 
exhausted, or have been lost by non-user, or by lapse of time, or 
otherwise, should have dismissed that subject with the following 
words found on page 39: ‘“‘For the State to have the charter 
forfeited, would realize nothing to the State and would prove 
disastrous, if not ruinous, to innocent stockholders. ’”’ 

That does not seem to report on a full and exhaustive ex- 
amination into the question of whether the Canal Company had 
so mis-used, abused or non-used its franchises as to have lost 
them. 

Eminent lawyers in this city are of the opinion that the char- 
ter of the Canal Company can be forfeited upon proper proceed- 
ings taken for this purpose because of its abuse, non-use and 
mis-use of its franchises. 

There seems to be no reason why the Commissioners should 
have gone out of their way to suggest new methods of condemna- 
tion. 

On page 33 will be found the following: 

“To the question, ‘whether the canal or railroad company 
should be permitted to sell or dispose of the same, i. e., the prop- 
erty, rights, powers and franchises pertaining to said canal, to 
other persons, or corporation, so that the same, or any of them, 
shall be devoted to other public uses,’ we answer ‘No,’ except 
upon terms that are fair to the State, and to all parties whose 
rights might be injuriously affected by such sale or disposal.”’ 

It will be observed that the “No” is italicized, evidently 
intended to be made emphatic, whereas it means ‘‘ Yes,”’ and 
the clause could just as well have said: ‘“‘ Yes, upon terms that 
are fair to the State and to all parties whose rights might be 
injuriously affected by such sales or disposal, and which means 
exactly the same thing. 

Nor does there seem to be any reason why the Commissioners 
should, on page 38, have said: ‘We think that municipal and 
corporate enterprise may be safely entrusted, henceforth as here- 
tofore, with that business,’’—referring to the business of im- 
pounding and storing potable waters for the purpose of sale to 
municipalities or other parties. 
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It did not seem necessary that they should say in their report 
on page, 44, that if a law was enacted ‘‘it will require the accept- 
ance of its provisions by the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, 
lessee, to be filed after the valuation of shares and property have 
been tentatively ascertained.’’ 

There is no reason why the Lehigh Valley Company should 
not accept the Act immediately after it is passed, and not be 
permitted to experiment with it. 

It is also stated on page 44 by the Commissioners: 

“It will be observed that by the proposed Bills Commis- 
sioners are to be appointed by the Governor, and confirmed by 
the Senate, whose duty it is to act on behalf of the State, and all 
other parties interested except the Canal Company and its lessee.”’ 

If the work already done by the Commissioners, by their 
report and the proposed Act appended to it, is a sample of the 
performance of their duty on behalf of the State, and all other 
parties interested, except the Canal Company and its lessee, then 
it is hardly safe to submit ourselves to their tender mercy any 
further. 
| Your Committee in conclusion would report that we con- 
sider it the duty of this Board of Trade to record its emphatic 
protest against the enactment of any such legislation as that 
proposed, and further, to put itself on record in opposition to 
the enactment of any legislation at this session, except a Bill is 
submitted containing amendments as follows: 

First, that Section 1 should contain a clause that the Act 
should be accepted, and the $25,000 for the payment of the 
expenses incurred, and to be incurred under said Bill, be paid 
within ninety days after the Act becomes a law, and bejore any 
other step or action 1s taken under the provisions of the Act. 

We propose that the Act be amended so as to provide that 
instead of the Morris Canal and Banking Company being per- 
mitted to sell, that the Commissioners to be appointed by the 
Governor shall make the sales of the personal property, and that 
they shall not only apply the proceeds of the personal property 
but also any moneys already received, or which may be received 
by the Canal Company or the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company 
for the sale of water rights, to the payment of the debts of the 
Morris Canal and Banking Company. 

We urge that the Commissioners should sell the other 
property of the Canal Company at public sale in the same 
manner as is now provided by law for the sale of land by public 
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officers of this State, and that all such sales should be reported 
to the Chancellor and be subject to the right of any person to 
object to the same for inadequacy of price, or any other cause 
which now constitutes a valid objection to sales by public 
officers. We deem this especially important in view of the fact 
that the State and the public is interested in getting the highest 
possible price for this property if sold. 

We further urge and earnestly insist that the State should 
be permitted to acquire the water rights of the Company. 

We also urge that the matter of condemnation suggested 
in Section 5, is unfair and is an attempt to give to the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad Company, or the purchasers of its property, an 
advantage by introducing a special method of condemnation 
never before known in the history of this State or the laws 
of this State. This will obviate the necessity of the second 
paragraph of Section 5. 

We urge that next to the last paragraph of Section 6 shadie 
be changed by adding to it the following: 

“That in case of such final action of the Courts, the grantee, 
or grantees of said lands or water rights, or any of them, their 
heirs, successors or assigns, may surrender the said lands or 
water rights to the State of New Jersey, and that then, and not 
until then, they shall be released from the obligations to maintain 
said dams or either of them, and the waters as herein provided, 
and that after such surrender the State shall own, possess, and 
maintain such dams and water rights for the use of the inhabi- 
tants of the State of New Jersey for purposes of health and 
recreation. ”’ 

We further urge that the Act should be amended so as to 
provide that wherever in any city the said canal shall run 
under any public building that the sale and conveyance of such 
portion of said canal shall be made subject to the covenants 
and conditions that such portion of said canal and for one 
thousand feet along the canal from either end of said public 
building, shall not be used for any steam railroad purpose, 
and that said conveyance shall be taken subject to the right of 
the municipality owning said public building over said canal to 
maintain the same either in its present shape or such other shape 
as may be required or deemed proper by said municipality for- 
ever thereafter. 

And lastly we find the subject of either amending the pro- 
posed bill or drawing a new bill is of such vast magnitude and 
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involving so many conflicting interests, and so many difficult 
legal questions, that it is practically impossible of execution, 
especially in view of the short time elapsing between now and 
the probable date of adjournment of the Legislature. 

It is the unanimous opinion of your Committee that the 
interests of the people of the City of Newark, and all other 
communities affected by this canal, will be best served by legal 
proceedings in the proper tribunal, to forfeit the charter of the 
canal for non-use and mis-use of its privileges. 

We therefore recommend that the Board of Trade of the 
City of Newark petition the Attorney-General of this State to 
commence such action against the Lehigh Valley Railroad 
Company, Lessees of the Morris Canal and Banking Company, 
in the name of the people of this State, for forfeiture of the 
franchises of this Company. 

This recommendation is made in conformity with the power 
vested in this Board in its charter, viz.: Section 6: 

AND BE IT ENAcTED, That in case any corporation incor- 
porated by the laws of this State, and exercising any or all its 
corporate powers, shall, in the estimation of the said Board of 
Trade, usurp any powers not granted to them by their charter, 
or shall abuse or mis-use any of the powers granted in the charter 
of said corporation, the Board of Trade may present such case 
of such corporation to the Attorney-General of this State, who 
shall consider and examine the fact of such usurpation, abuser, 
or mis-user, or disobedience of law, and proceed to apply such 
efficient remedy as he may deem proper in behalf of this State, 
which remedy may be in the Supreme Court, or Court of Chan- 
cery, either by quo warranto, scire facias, mandamus, injunction, 
or action the nature of which shall be at his discretion.”’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
Moses Priavut, Chairman 
EDWARD MAHER 
Henry E. EBERHARDT 
WALTER J. KNIGHT 
James A. Cog, 
M. F. McLauGHLIN 
Henry P. JONES 
Epwarp E. GNICHTEL 
E. S. CAMPBELL 
RICHARD C. JENKINSON 
W. C. GARRISON 

Jas. M. ReILiy, Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENTS ADOPTED FOR INSERTION IN 
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 239 


To follow line 12 on page 15. 

Provided that the City of Newark shall have the right in 
exchange for such parts of streets and highways upon which 
said canal has been constructed and is now located, within the 
corporate limits of the said city, to construct and maintain 
forever over and along that section of the canal between Broad 
Street and Mulberry Street, now occupied for public market 
purposes, a public highway, and to extend said highway over 
and along the canal from Mulberry Street east to Railroad 
Place in said city, so as to form a continuous highway from 
Broad Street to Railroad Place, but this provision does not 
prevent the City of Newark to maintain its public market as 
now located until such time as it may be deemed for the best 
interests of the city to order its removel. 


RE: THE WATERS OF GREENWOOD LAKE 

After line 115 page 14. 

And in such case the lands and dams required by the grantee 
under the provisions of this Act shall be forfeited to the State, 
and the State may in case of such forfeiture, enter upon, have, 
hold and possess the forfeited lands and dams as fully as if 
the said lands and dams had been granted to, or acquired by 
it in the first instance, and freed from liens or encum- 
brances placed thereon or incurred by such grantee, his, or its 
heirs, successors, or assigns; and the lands and dams so for- 
feited shall be held by the State in perpetuity, and the dams 
forever maintained as now established for the use of the inhabi- 
tants of this State for purposes of health and recreation, and 
shall not be devoted to any other use. 

Report with Amendments Adopted March 10, 1905. 

At a special meeting held on Friday evening, March 10th, 
1905, called to consider the foregoing report, it was voted to 
adopt the report with amendments and add thereto as a supple- 
ment the following resolutions: 

Resolved: That the Committee on Canal Abandonment be 
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authorized to confer with the Hon. E. D. Duffield, and Counsel 
representing the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, with reference 
to securing the insertion of the pending bill, the amendments 
recommended in the report of the Committee, and such other 
amendments as may be determined necessary. 

Further: That Hon. Chandler W. Riker, George L. Record, 
Esq.,and John R. Hardin, Esq.,; be requested to act with the 
Committee in an advisory capacity. 
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REPORT ON HIGH PRESSURE FIRE SERVICE LINE BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS, 1904 


GENTLEMEN—In the early part of the year 1902 the City 
Engineer suggested a plan whereby the fire service of the City of 
Newark could be improved upon by the introduction of a pro- 
posed high pressure system connecting the high service reservoir 
with the central part of the city. 

The Secretary of our Board requested information concern- 
ing this plan to be submitted for discussion to the Board of Trade 
and under date of March 12th, 1902, an outline plan was sub- 
mitted to the Board by Engineer M. R. Sherrerd, resulting in 
the adoption of a preamble reciting that: ‘“‘In as much as the 
Board of Works had agreed to furnish the necessary water for 
the carrying out of such a system, provided the Common Council 
would appropriate the funds necessary to meet the expense of 
installation, therefore it was 

Resolved: That the Board of Trade heartily endorse said 
proposed fire service system, believing that a better fire service 
protection will be afforded the city by this means than could be 
obtained by the expenditure of an equivalent amount of money 
in any other way. 

With the adoption of the resolution a Special Committee 
was appoirited to advocate the carrying out of the plan proposed. 

This Committee held conferences with the Board of Fire 
Commissioners, the Board of Works, and the Finance Committee 
of Common Council, but their effort failed at that time for want 
of earnest co-operation on the part of the members com- 
prising these Boards. 

Through the activity of the Board of Trade this matter was 
not allowed to sleep, and a second communication was invited 
in February of the past year, which was submitted to the Board 
at the February meeting, and was supplemented by an explana- 
tion made by Mr. Morris R. Sherrerd, Engineer to the Water 
Department. 

This discussion resulted in the matter being referred by 
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resolution as a special duty, to the Committee on Municipal 
Affairs. 

We are pleased to report that in accordance with'the instruc- 
tions received, we commenced an agitation in favor of the instal- 
lation of this system; that we consulted with the Engineer, with 
members of the Board of Works, with the Mayor, and with the 
Finance Committee of Council. 

Before reciting the result of our work we wish to outline the 
proposed system as a matter of record. 

It is contemplated that this service be laid from the South 
Orange Avenue reservoir to the central section of the city, and 
to be extended east on Market Street, as far as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad and north and south on Broad Street to a distance of 
2,500 feet each way from the corner of Broad and Market Streets. 

It is estimated that the cost for this gravity service and 
its installation will amount to $100,000. 

The benefits to be derived from this auxiliary system it is 
esimated will be equivalent to the concentration of three or four 
engines at any one point along the route of the proposed pipe line. 

As regards the detail connected with the proposed service 
your Committee can report that they have very carefully studied 
every detail, having the valued co-operation of the Committee 
on Internal Trade, whose membership is composed of the principal 
merchants on our main thoroughfares, and one and all consider 
that such a service is not only highly desirable as an additional 
protection in case of fire, but would be most advantageous in the 
matter of effecting proper insurance on merchandise and property. 

Aside from the above features this high pressure service is 
very badly required in the central part of the city for ordinary 
water use purposes to meet present day requirements in many of 
our largest buildings, whose owners have been compelled to 
provide private plants owing to the lack of pressure now avail- 
able. 

These defects are due to the fact that our present distribu- 
tion system was built to accommodate the supply formerly ob- 
tained from the Passaic River through the pumping system at 
Belleville and is today whoily inadequate for present day needs. 

In addition to remedying these defects and providing the 
protection required for fire fighting purposes in the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed system, there is every reason why this 
system should be installed at once in order to provide additional 
pressure throughout the entire lower section of the city where 


75 


property interests are exposed to serious danger, as admitted by 
officials connected with both the Water and Fire Departments, 
owing to a lack of pressure at certain points. 


A delegation of thirty or more representative business men 
presented this matter before the Finance Committee of Common 
Council who, after approving the plan, agreed to have the Law 
Department prepare and introduce a Bill authorizing a bond 
issue to cover the cost of installation, and as we supposed, agree- 
ing to look after its enactment by the Legislature. 

Your Committee assumed that with the endorsement of the 
Mayor and Finance Committee, our representatives in the As- 
sembly would attend to securing its enactment, but two days 
before the date set for the adjournment of the Legislature, it was 
found that while the Bill had been introduced, it had stuck some- 
where. 


It become necessary for some one to go to Trenton and after 
a hurried conference over the situation with Mayor Doremus 
and Chairman Wood, we used the telephone and urged several 
members to drop their business and make the journey. 


The Mayor authorized the Committee to say that he wanted 
to have the Bill passed and with this endorsement we succeeded 
in getting it through both Houses. 

Your Committee later attended a conference session called 
by the Finance Committee of Common Council to take action 
regarding the carrying out of the provisions of the Bill which 
through our interest was passed by the Legislature. 


The discussion before the Finance Committee which was 
taken part in by the Board of Works, the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners and the representatives of this Board, was not satisfac- 
tory. It would appear that members of the Finance Committee 
hold peculiar views as to their duty in conserving or protecting 
public interests. 

A member of ourCommittee stated that his firm were unable 
to secure a water supply on the second floor of their building in 
the middle of the day; this same member stated that in order to 
secure insurance on their property and merchandise they were 
compelled to drive wells and install a pumping plant, which 
necessitated maintenance charges of an amount almost equal to 
the small sum which would be required annually for the carry- 
ing out of this improvement. He was informed that before 
this expenditure could be made the Finance Committee would 
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have to know what additional return the city would get from 
private consumers. 

Having secured the passage of the law we had a right to feel 
that this improvement would be carried out, but we are now con- 
fronted with the solution of an issue between the several depart- 
ments of the City Government as to which shall undertake the 
expenditure of money for this improvement. The question has 
also evidently resolved itself into an issue as to whether the 
Board of Underwriters will readjust their insurance rates and 
make a reduction contingent upon the carrying out of this pro- 
posed system. 

As a Committee we do not see where the question of Fire 
Insurance Rates enters into this matter. We believe (and we 
are backed up in our belief most strongly by statements made by 
Chief Kiersted) that this work should be done at once and with- 
out delay, and if there is any question to be settled with the 
Underwriters that can be taken care of after its success is demon- 
strated. 

In all things undertaken by this Board the general interests 
of the city are looked after and the business interests particularly 
so, and we feel satisfied that if an adjustment of insurance rates 
is necessary this Board will be able to effect the same. 

The statement made by Chief Kiersted in reply to a question 
asked by one of our Committee, furnishes conclusive proof, 
that the water supply for fire fighting purposes is inadequate 
and that there is an ever present danger of a disastrous con- 
flagration in the central section of the city owing to a lack of 
pressure. 

When asked if the Goerke fire had occurred at mid-day when 
the pressure was reduced at least one-half by the usual consump- 
tion at that time of the day, would he have had sufficient pressure 
to cope with the situation, in reply the Chief expressed his doubt. 

When asked further as to the possible consequences, he said 
that he could not answer. 

If these statements are correct no other reason is necessary 
for the immediate installation of this auxiliary supply. 

What more, may we ask, is necessary to secure the expendi- 
ture of this small outlay of money. 

In the first place His Honor, the Mayor, is on record in favor 
of this proposed service; the Board of Fire Commissioners say 
that their supply is not what it might be and they are in favor of 
a better or greater supply; the Board of Street and Water Com- 
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missioners agree that this service would be of special benefit and 
if we are to believe the action taken by the Finance Committee 
in authorizing the drafting of the Bill and assisting in securing 
its passage, they certainly are in favor of it. 

It is not our wish to be antagonistic nor to criticise unjustly, 
but we feel as a Committee that further discussion should cease 
and this service should be put into effect with the least possible 
delay. The duty rests with the Committee of Council to go 
ahead with the issue of bonds and place the amount necessary 
to meet the fixed charges where we consider it properly belongs, 
in the annual tax levy. 

From the information which has come to our Committee 
in connection with this movement, we would recommend that 
in addition to the outlay for the service advocated, the sum 
of $100,000 should be raised annually, either by tax 
levy or by some means to be adopted by the Board of 
Works, for an extension of the water distribution system to 
the outlying sections of the city, in order to provide proper 
protection to manufacturing interests entitled to the same, 
which they have not got at present. 

We do not consider it advisable in a report of this kind to 
give the reasons we have for offering this recommendation, but. 
if in your good judgment a statement is required, your Committee 
will be glad to furnish at a subsequent date a true statement 
from a competent engineer regarding the amount of water 
available for fire fighting purposes in all parts of the city. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee. 

Wo. H. FIEDLER, Chairman 
P. L. HoaDLey 
L. SCHLESINGER 
EDWARD GRAY 
H. E. EBERHARDT 
Wm. R. RuSSELL 
H. C. RomMEL 

JAMES M. REILty, Secretary 

April 13, 1904. 
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REPORT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


GENTLEMEN—Our Committee would report that during the 
year we held several meetings, at which the question of securing 
legislative action looking to the upbuilding or restoration of the 
American Merchant Marine was considered, and a special report 
submitted to the Board with resolutions appended favoring 
the enactment of legislation. 

These resolutions found favor with the Board and were 
adopted, and copies transmitted to our Senators and members 
in Congress from New Jersey, and to Commercial, Maritime and 
other Associations in different parts of the country. 

We also submitted a special report to the Board regarding 
the matter of discrimination in railroad rates as between 
different localities and between different commodities, advocat- 
ing in a series of preambles and resolutions that legislation 
should be enacted which will accomplish the purpose, and put 
into active force the primary requirements of the act to regulate 
commerce, viz.: ‘All charges made for any service rendered, 
or to be rendered, in the transportation of passengers, or property 
or in connection therewith, shall be reasonable and just.”’ 

Copies of these resolutions were also sent to the Senators 
and members of Congress from this State, to the President of 
the Senate, Speaker of the House, and to the Chairman of the 
Senate and House Commitees on Interstate Commerce. 

In the interest of our manufacturers and merchants the 
Committee took up the matter of securing better facilities for 
the distribution of local mail. 

A general inquiry was addressed to our business men to 
ascertain the trouble complained against. 

After having made a careful examination of the schedules 
employed in the distribution system at the Post Office, with the 
assistance of Postmaster Hays, who extended to the Committee 
every courtesy, we found that the city had 137 carriers to deliver 
mail matter, 27 men and three wagons to make collections. The 
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first delivery being made at 7:30 A. M. As the cause of com- 
plaint originated with manufacturers who desired to have the 
first mail delivered at their offices as near to 8 o’clock as possible, 
the explanation offered by the postal officials as to the reason 
why certain mails were delivered between 8:45 and 9 o’clock 
A. M., was that concerns located on the extreme end of the route, 
made it impossible for the carrier to reach their office at an 
earlier time without inflicting the same inconvenience upon 
other concerns through a change of route, and that this condition 
must continue until more carriers were appointed, to permit of a 
rearrangement of route. 

The volume of business transacted at the Post Office, and 
its constant increase, would warrant an action by the Board of 
Trade to secure the appointment of additional carriers, and this 
Committee strongly recommends that the attention of the postal 
authorities at Washington be invited to the matter. 

We believe this city is entitled to the establishment of postal 
sub-stations, equipped to look after the collection and distribu- 
tion of mail in different sections of the city and suburbs, similar 
to the one established for the district across the river, which 
with eight carriers has been found sufficient to cover the town of 
Harrison, the borough of East Newark, and a portion of Kearny, 
giving a service entirely satisfactory, with four deliveries each 
day at suitable hours. 

Following the acceptance of our report by the Board, your 
Committee continued its effort in co-operation with the Post- 
master, and with Congressman Parker and Senator Dryden, and 
it is a pleasure to state that the result of the effort made has been 
the appointment of an additional force of carriers and a readjust- 
ment of the routes in a way which has made it possible to make 
more satisfactory deliveries. 


Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee. 


Henry E. Jepson, Chairman. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHT FACILITIES 


GENTLEMEN— Your Committee respectfully report that they 
have earnestly endeavored to lay before the proper officials of 
the different Railroads and Transportation Companies their 
earnest request that improvements be made upon the respective 
lines, and have called their attention to the most pressing needs. 

It has been our effort to secure new depots, new passenger 
cars, larger freight yards, more frequent passenger trains and 
better service in the delivery of freights shipped within a radius of 
one hundred miles to and from Newark; also the construction of 
a bridge in connection with the Centre Street Railroad Bridge, 
said bridge to be used for wagons and trucks, and to be utilized 
in reaching the freight yards of the Pennsylvania Railroad as 
well as the D. L. & W. Railroad. yards located in Harrison. 

Your Committee of course appreciate that it is beyond their 
power to dictate the policy adopted by the various railroad 
companies that are soliciting patronage from Newark residents 
and manufacturers. We think it due to the officials of the 
various roads that have given our Sub-Committee audience to 
state that we have been courteously received, and if promises 
and kind assurances mean accomplishments, we certainly can 
expect positive and beneficial results from our year’s work. We 
feel confident in the double assurances that seem to come to us 
that when the railroads will they will, and when they won’t, they 
won’t. With this mental reservation, which certainly must be 
considered when assurances as to time limit are made as govern- 
ing the length of time required to accomplish needed improve- 
ments, we present to this Honorable Board what we consider 
they may expect various railroads to do if time limit is elimi- 
nated from argument. 

The officials of the Central Railroad of New Jersey have 
acknowledged that their Broad Street and East Ferry Street 
Passenger Depots are not meeting the requirements of the public. 
Your Committee has been assured that plans are being drafted 
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for the construction of new depots. We take pleasure in report- 
ing that gradually the old passenger cars, which have been in use 
since the days when Captain B. W. Hopper was conductor, are 
gradually being withdrawn from the Newark and New York 
Branch and better cars are making their appearance. We hope 
the few remaining relics will disappear. 

We are pleased to state that earnest requests have been 
made for some time past that larger freight facilities be offered 
by the acquiring of additional properties by the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey and the extension of their yards. Property has 
been secured and yards are being extended to cover an additional 
block. A large store-house, having in connection with it a 
bonded warehouse, is one of the proposed improvements, and 
we are assured that the building will be erected in the near future. 
A change of the schedules has been effected for the running of 
passenger trains between Newark and New York and more fre- 
quent trains are now being run upon this road. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad have, by the elevation of their 
tracks, discarded the Market Street Freight Yard as well as the 
South Street Yard, and are compelling customers purchasing in 
car-loads to haul freights from the freight yards located at Ham- 
burg Place, at South Broad Street, at West Newark and at Har- 
rison, N. J. These yards are doing good service to manufac- 
turers located in the outskirts of the city and in the neighborhood 
of the respective freight yards. Long hauls have to be made by 
manufacturers and merchants whose places of business are loca- 
ted near the centre of the city. The steep grade of Bridge Street 
and the steep decline at the Newark end of the Madison Street 
Bridge present great disadvantages and compel light loading, 
particularly in the Winter season, when Harrison Freight Yards 
are patronized. 

Sixty petitioners about one year ago urged the Pennsylvania 
Railroad to widen their Centre Street Bridge, which is now used 
only for the switching of freight cars to the freight depot at the 
foot of Mulberry Street. This depot being used only for less than 
car-load shipments. 

It seems to your Committee that it is only a question of time 
when the elevation of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks between 
their Freight Station and the Centre Street Bridge will be re- 
quired. Insuch an event if present grade is preserved for wagons 
and trucks, a new bridge should be constructed at Centre Street 
similar to the bridge that is now used by the D., L. & W. Rail- 
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road, the grade crossing being used for wagons and trucks, trains 
passing over bridge on elevated tracks. With the construction 
of such a bridge it is believed that the present stone piers could 
be utilized. 

The petitioners for new bridge facilities are pleased to report 
that the Freeholders of the respective counties have referred 
communications to the Bridge Committees of the respective 
counties, and our Committee has been assured that the members. 
of the said Bridge Committees will be pleased to accept invita- 
tions, if coming from Pennsylvania Railroad Company’s officials, 
to meet them and discuss ways and means as well as the feasi- 
bility of the construction of a bridge. 

The River and Navigation Committee are positively and 
unanimously opposed to the construction of an independent 
bridge near the present location of Centre Street Bridge, but. 
endorse the construction of a joint bridge. No protests have 
been made except from those whose properties adjoin the Newark 
end of bridge, and who are naturally desirous of knowing the 
exact location and terminal of the bridge approach before giving 
their sanction. Your Committee has given this full explanation 
to show position of affairs and would simply state that the whole 
matter is held in abeyance until the Pennsylvania Railroad 
interest themselves sufficiently to take the initiative. Your 
Committee has helped to secure more frequent trains between 
Newark and New York. Your Committee feels assured that the 
Pennsylvania Railroad is desirous of giving better waiting room 
accommodations to passengers taking trains at Market Street. 
Depot for New York. 3 

The D., L. & W. Railroad has had every disadvantage to 
contend with that elevation and depression of tracks would 
naturally cause. Their freight yards, their officials acknowl- 
edge, are inadequate, even if all improvements on main tracks. 
were accomplished. The construction of the Centre Street 
Bridge by joint action would give to the centre of Newark a 
direct approach to the D., L. & W. Railroad’s new Harrison 
Freight Yards, to be opened at an early date for business. Your 
Committee is pleased to report an adjustment of freight rates 
to some of the local points on this railroad where inequalities 
have existed. The congestion of freight cars, which now exists 
on the D., L. & W. Railroad which is represented by cars that 
are stalled at Secaucus waiting for yard-room in the Harrison 
and Newark Freight Yards, is of more moment than those who 
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are not interested would suppose. Four hundred loaded freight 
cars containing merchandise at an average value of $1,000 per 
car would make the holding by said Railroad of $400,000 of 
manufacturers’ and merchants’ material at an average of eight 
to ten days time from date when goods should arrive in Newark. 
In other words, a deposit of $400,000 without interest at 6% 
would mean $24,000 loss per year by Newark shippers if present 
conditions should prevail. 

The Erie Railroad officials have apparently discovered 
where Newark is located and although the opportunities for 
reaching Newark by train are offered at infrequent intervals 
during the day, they have discovered that their freight facilities 
are also insufficient to meet requirements—are doing some double 
tracking and will increase yard capacity. Our Committee has 
secured corrections and improvements in the matter of time 
of delivery of certain freights shipped to nearby points. This road, 
however, apparently does not consider that Newark Passenger 
traffic is worthy of much consideration. The Lehigh Valley 
Road is gradually offering better freight facilities by paving of 
Freight Yards. 

This report is respectfully submitted. 

James A. Cog, 


Chairman. 
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REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEES ON FREIGHT AND TRANSPORTATION, 
CENTRAL R. R. OF N. J.. NEW STATIONS AND 
BETTER TRAIN SERVICE 


The Sub-Committee on Freight and Transportation, ap- 
pointed to take up the question of better terminals and train 
service on the Newark Branch of the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey, beg leave to report that they first communicated with 
Captain Hopper who arranged for an interview with Mr. Bessler, 
Vice-President and General Manager of the Road. Mr. Bessler 
received the Committee very courteously and we presented to 
him the following memorandum as a basis for discussion: 

““We have been appointed a Special Committee on Freight 
and Transportation by the Board of Trade of Newark, N. J., to 
consult with the officers of your road as to the desirability of 
having better terminal facilities at the main station on Broad 
and at East Ferry Streets. Also to ask for more through trains 
between Newark and Jersey City. We believe when these mat- 
ters have been put before you in the proper light by the busi- 
ness community of Newark, as represented by the Board of 
Trade, you will readily appreciate the advantages of giving us 
suitable stations and proper train service. 

“The short route that your road has from Newark to New 
York and the location of its stations in Newark, which is by*far 
the most central and convenient to the business centre of all the 
railroad stations in this city, would give your road the very 
largest proportion of the passenger traffic between the two cities, 
if necessary improvements were made and satisfactory train ser- 
vice was given. The station at Broad Street in its present con- 
dition is certainly not worthy either of the City of Newark or 
the Central Railroad Company. It is dark and dingy and most 
uncomfortable. It has a poor approach and a steep flight of 
stairs to the trains. There is no train shed, and in rainy weather 
one cannot enter the trains without getting wet. 

“The Ferry Street Station is passable, but the East Ferry 
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Street Station is certainly somewhat in the nature of an affront 
to the traveling public. With a very little money, a suitable 
little station could be put up which would answer every purpose 
and make it a pleasure instead of a sacrifice to go over your road 
from that part of the city. 

“It seems perhaps strange that the Committee from the 
Board of Trade should suggest to competent railroad officials 
how to run their road, but we realize that the time of the officials 
is very full and that residents of Newark who use the road fre- 
quently can see many ways in which the service can be improved, 
which might escape the attentions of the officials. As a money 
making proposition for the road, it seems to this Committee 
that the Central Railroad of New Jersey has an opportunity on 
this branch which is not often met with. We believe that with a 
depot at Broad Street such as ought to be in the heart of a city 
like Newark, and adequate express train service between Newark 
and New York, the business of your road between these points 
could be increased manifold, but the money will never be made 
unless these things are promptly done, and the people of Newark 
informed as to what the improvements are and what may be 
expected. 

‘An analysis of the time table shows that there are 46 trains 
per day from Newark to New York. That seems like a sufficient 
number, but 25 of these trains make seven stops between Broad 
Street, Newark, and Jersey City. Ten of the remaining 21 make 
all stops but Communipaw. The effect of this is to irritate every 
one who uses the Road, and their feeling is not lessened when 
they observe that at most of these stops not more than one or 
two people enter or leave the train. There are only four trains 
per day which make no stops between Newark and Jersey City 
and there is only one which runs from Broad Street to Jersey 
City without a stop. In order to induce passengers to use this 
Road, there should be more express trains with no stops between 
Newark and Jersey City, say four in the morning, one or two in 
the middle of the day, one or two in the late afternoon, and one 
at 7 o’clock or 7.10 for the theatre business, etc., in New York. 

“The service from New York to Newark is about the same. 
There are 44 trains; 23 make all stops; 13 of the remainder make 
all stops, except Communipaw, which leaves eight trains which 
do not stop everywhere. There is one train only which makes 
no stops between Jersey City and East Ferry Street. There are 
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only two trains which pass East Ferry Street without stopping. 
Satisfactory service should include more express trains, say four 
in the late afternoon, which will make no stops between Jersey 
City and Broad Street. 


“Even at present, with the exasperating condition of fre- 
quent stops, the passenger business on this branch is large. It is 
perhaps fair to say that no less than 75% of this business goes 
from end to end of this branch, and this portion of the total 
trafic merits consideration in the way of through trains. 


“We understand that the suburban service on the main line 
of this road is entirely satisfactory to those who use it. We 
should like to see the same amount of enthusiasm on the part of 
the Newark commuters. This short branch seems almost per- 
fectly adapted for a system of electric trains getting power from 
a third rail. If this service could be run every 10 or 15 minutes 
the people would become accustomed to going to the station 
without bothering to examine a time table and be assured that 
they would have only a few minutes to wait. 


“The Committee of Freight and Transportation of the 
Board of Trade of Newark who presents this statement was 
asked to do so particularly with reference to the very unsatis- 
factory and unsanitary condition of the Broad Street and East 
Ferry Street Stations. They are taking advantage of this oppor- 
tunity, however, to bring to the attention of the officials of the 
railroad a condition which seems to promise as much in profit 
to the railroad as it does in convenience and satisfaction to the 
residents of Newark.”’ 


Mr. Bessler received our communication and stated that 
while the question of new depots had naturally come up, no 
definite plans had as yet been perfected. He asked the members 
of the Committee their views of the requirements for a depot at 
Broad Street and the members gave their ideas in an informal 
way. The East Ferry Street Station is, of course, a very simple 
proposition, and does not require much discussion or planning. 
All that is wanted is a clean, bright little station of simple and 
modern construction. 

Mr. Bessler showed every disposition to meet the views of 
our Committee and give the people of Newark the accommoda- 
tion and improvements asked for. He promised a formal reply 
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to our communication, which was duly received and reads as 
follows: 


CoMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION, BOARD OF TRADE, 
NeEwaARK, N. f. 


GENTLEMEN—Referring to your call at my office, in matter 
of passenger facilities at Newark, etc.: 

I beg to advise that I have directed our Chief Engineer to 
work up plans and estimate for permanent terminal facilities at 
Broad Street, and have also directed our General Passenger 
Agent to work up and present schedules for possible additional : 
express service in connection with our Newark trade. 

In a word, we are all of one mind in this matter of our New- 
ark traffic, and we trust that, in due time, matters will be worked 
out to the entire satisfaction of our patrons and all concerned. 


Yours truly, 
(Signed) W. G. BESSLER, 
Vice-Pres’t and Gen’l Manager. 


In this communication, however, nothing was said about 
the East Ferry Street Station. We, therefore, again wrote Mr. 
Bessler, calling attention to this omission, and have since re- 
ceived his assurance that this part of the work would not be 
overlooked. 

Your Committee is led to believe that the Central Railroad 
Company is thoroughly sincere in its promises and disposition to 
give the people better facilities, as outlined above, and we are in 
hopes that, before long, definite measures will have been taken 
by this road to obtain the required result. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. ROTHSCHILD, 
Joun B. SToBAEus, Sub-Committee. 
FRANKLIN MURPHY, JR. 
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RIVER TRANSPORTATION AND EXPRESS DELIVERIES, 
REPORT BY SPECIAL COMMITTEE 


CoMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHT, 
BOARD OF TRADE, City: 

GENTLEMEN—Your Special Committee appointed to secure 
better Wagon Transportation and Freight Facilities beg leave to 
report the result of conferences with the various Transportation 
Companies have been productive of considerable improvement in 
the method of adjusting disputes as to overcharges on weights 
on various articles of merchandise. We believe the solution of 
this problem to the shipper and also to the receiver of freight, 
would be for all shippers of freight by water or railroad, to mark 
in plain figures on the outside of each package, barrel, box or 
other receptacles used in shipping their merchandise the exact 
gross weight. It appears to be the custom for some shippers to 
mark on bill of lading the net weight, or in other words, weight 
of contents of package, which does not clearly represent the 
weight of the package. 

The service between New York and Newark by water could 
be greatly improved, and at the same time made permanent, 
provided the Legislative Committee of this Board took recog- 
nition of the fact that the local railroad facilities are inadequate 
for the transportation and receiving of freight coming from New 
Work, Therefore, ‘itiis absolutely necessary. that ‘the river 
should be opened for navigation throughout the entire year, 
and would suggest their attention be called to this matter, since 
the merchants of this city suffered considerable during the past 
Winter owing to the congestion of all railroad depots, because 
of the inability of the Transportation Companies to ship goods 
by water over their lines. 

We cannot secure any further improvement in the wagon 
transportation until the present deplorable condition of the 
Plank Road is remedied, and the streets leading from same in 
Jersey City to the ferries in the same place are repaired, and 
would urge the Board to give this matter its serious attention. 

Yours very truly, 


ISAAC) EY, ROE 
Wma. O. KUEBLER Sub-Committee. 
Geo. E. CAMPBELL 
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REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON ERIE RAILROAD CONDITIONS 


The Sub-Committee on Erie Railroad Conditions would 
report an apparent disregard of interest in relation to passenger 
service by the Erie Road. The regular trains withdrawn at the 
time of the tie-up during the past Winter have not yet been 
placed in commission, much to the inconvenience of those doing 
business in New York, Paterson and elsewhere. 

There is no train to New York between 9:38 and 11:54 in the 
morning, an interval of two hours and sixteen minutes, and 
between 4:24 and 7:01 in the evening, an interval of two hours 
and thirty-seven minutes. 

A request should be made in the name of the Board of Trade, 
for at least two more trains in commission during these hours 
which would afford great relief. 

We suggest that attention be called to the very decided 
discrepancy in the passenger tariff between Newark and New 
York. The railroad’s patrons at Woodside and Riverside 
should not be compelled to pay a higher rate to New York than 
from the Fourth Avenue Station or from any other station in 
Newark. 

In reference to freight matters the Committee would report 
that there is abundant room for improvement. There has been 
serious complaint regarding slow delivery of freight consigned to 
points in the Northern R.R., the N. J.& N. Y. andthe N.Y.S. & 
W., all of which are controlled by the Erie. To illustrate, several 
large shippers write as follows: 

“Concerning the subject of your letter, we wish to advise that 
we have for along time suffered on account of the unreason- 
able, but usual, delay covering shipments of carloads and less 
than carloads of grain, feed, flour, etc., to points on the N. Y. 
S. & W., the Northern R. R. of N. J.. and N. J. & N. Y.R.R., 
said shipments originating at Newark. We have in several 
instances called the attention of the Erie R.R.Company to these 
delays, and have in one or two instances, had interviews withthe 
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Division Freight Agent on the subject, who promised to inves- 
tigate the cause and to remedy it, but we do not see that any 
remedy has been applied to correct the evil. 


“Concerning your query as to ‘whether the trouble has been 
more noticeable on any particular branch or division’ would say 
that most of our delays have been on the Susquehanna, but our 
shipments have been mostly via that line also. 

“As to suggestions ‘looking to the improvement of the Erie 
freight service’, it would seem to us that if the Erie R. R. Com- 
pany were made to appreciate the business originating at Newark 
for points on their various branches and divisions, they would 
improve the service of delivery by providing facilities not only 
for prompt and quick dispatch to transfer points where transfer 
was necessary, but provide at such transfer points for the 
immediate forwarding from those points to destinations of 
freights. 


“It is probably just such action as your Committee propose 
to take, namely, to agitate the subject and to stir the Erie R. R. 
Company up to its necessities, that will result in betterments of 
every character. 


“Of course a great deal of this trouble may be due to indif- 
ference on the part of the Company owing to the fact that they 
have practically a monopoly of the territory. This in our 
opinion should be carefully considered in treating the subject. 

“While the subject of the Erie R. R. is under discussion, 
would it not be well to take up also the matter of increasing 
facilities at Newark? At the present time probably no trouble 
is being experienced by any shippers to get cars placed for un- 
loading, due to the fact that the Erie R. R. Company is not over- 
burdened with shipments, but there are times when the facilities 
here are sadly lacking as against requirements, first, for want of 
room to care for the number of cars to be handled, and 
second, a failure to furnish the motive power (locally) to handle 
thertramc.”’ 

Another says: ‘‘ We have your letter of the 6th inst. relative 
to shipments to Erie Railroad points. We have discussed this 
question with our salesman, who covers the N. Y. S. & W., N. J. 
and N. Y. and Northern Railroads and he states that we lose 
much trade on account of the time it takes to secure delivery to 
places on these roads, also that goods are often damaged in transit. 


We find the service of the Erie Railroad very unsatisfactory 
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in general and always give preference to other roads in making 
shipments.”’ 

“In reply to your letter of the 6th in reference to delays in 
shipments on the Erie Railroad, we would state that we have been 
experiencing considerable trouble with our shipments to Hacken- 
sack, Little Ferry, Oradell and other points, and have taken this 
matter up with both the local agent and the general superinten- 
dent in New York. This applies to the N. Y. S. & W. and 
N. Y. & N. J. Railroads. Of late, however, we have been getting 
better service.”’ 

In an informal interview with the Assistant General Freight 
Agent, we learned that all the freight for these various roads 
shipped from Newark is taken to Bergen Junction and theretrans- 
ferred, and that the cause of delays was at this transfer point, and 
that possibly there was reason for it, but that it would be reme- 
died just as soon as the road recovered from the effects of the 
severe Winter. This statement could be accepted in good faith 
if the difficulty was of recent origin, but the same conditions 
have been in existence for several years past. 

The Committee, however, feel that if Newark is to increase 
her trade in the northern section of the State and compete 
successfully with New York merchants, the Erie officials must 
be awakened to the necessity of providing quicker and more 
regular deliveries. 

Respectfully submitted, 


AMBROSE TOMKINS, 


Chairman Sub-Commuttee. 
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REPORT IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
GENERAL PURCHASING DEPARTMENT BY THE CITY 


To THE BoarD oF TRADE: | 

GENTLEMEN—Acting under instructions, the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to investigate and report as to the advisa- 
bility of creating a department for the purchase of supplies 
required for public use by the several departments of the city 
government, beg leave to submit: 

First. That we have communicated with many of the 
principal cities in the country and have secured desirable and 
valuable information on the subject. 

SECOND. We have discussed and carefully considered the 
feasibility of the establishment of such a system by the city, and 
we have unanimously agreed that the creation of such a depart- 
ment would be the means of not only effecting a vast saving 
annually, but would facilitate the transaction of public business, 
which would mean to the City of Newark a systematic, com- 
prehensive and complete system under which all departments 
would be the gainer. 

TuirD. The concentration of responsibility has resulted 
in benefit to those cities where such a department is in operation, 
and the advantage of purchasing supplies in bulk,in competition, 
has saved thousands of dollars to such municipalities, and your 
Committee have concluded that it is not only safe to recommend 
the creation of such a department for the City of Newark, but 
we strongly advise the Board taking action necessary to secure 
legislation for this purpose. 

The Hon. Julius Fleishmann, Mayor of the City of Cincinnati, 
in his communication to our Committee, states that “he con- 
siders the Purchasing Department one of the most valuable 
departments of the city and through its instrumentality the city 
has saved a very considerable sum of money annually.”’ 

The Commissioner of Supplies of the City of Philadelphia, 
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states ‘“‘that the department is in the line of municipal advance- 
ment; and there is no doubt but a department of supplies oper- 
ated upon a business basis can be a great saving toa municipality. 

From the City of St. Louis where they have had such a 
department in operation for twenty-six years, the Commissioner 
of Supplies, John P. Boyce, states: ‘It has proven a very econom- 
ical way of handling the city’s supplies; that St. Louis is 
considerably different from most cities, as it has no connection 
whatever with the county.” 

Referring to Philadelphia, Kansas City, and several other 
cities, in which a general supply department system is working, 
Mr. Boyce says “‘that they have the complication of also doing the 
purchasing for the county, which makes the work somewhat 
harder, but that it does not in any way interfere with the benefits 
to be derived.”’ 

In St. Louis all classes of goods are purchased through this 
department: Food for the Eleemosynary Institutions and the 
City Penal Institutions, supplies for the fire department, school 
department and the general departments of the city government. 

In the City of Denver, Colorado, Mr. H. E. Insley, Commis- 
sioner of the Supply Department, has been kind enough to furnish 
our Committee with a general outline plan of the operation of 
the department in their city, and has supplied the Committee 
with a complete set of working blanks. His communication is 
complete in itself and your Committee will append it to this 
report so that it may be read as a matter of general information. 
In it, we believe, certain criticisms that were offered at the last 
meeting when this department was suggested, are fully answered. 

You will note particularly that in his closing remarks he 
expresses the hope that the City of Newark will see the wisdom 
of the department of supplies, as it has been the means of the 
saving of thousands of dollars for the City and County of Denver. 

We have not attempted to collate actual figures as to the 
total sums of money expended by the several departments of our 
city for supplies of one kind or another, but roughly speaking 
there is expended by all departments a sum exceeding a half 
million dollars annually, not including supplies for new buildings, 
fire engines and such equipments. 

In favoring the creation of such a department, it is with the 
belief that great economy in purchases would result, that its 
records month to month, and year to year, would become an 
extremely valuable asset for the city, not only would the pur- 
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chases be made on a more systematic basis, but it would relieve 
the heads of departments and city officials, who are continually 
appealed to by energetic, versatile, persistent salesmen, desiring 
to secure a market for their goods. Instead of losing valuable 
time listening to such appeals, the plain answer: ‘‘ That is out of 
my line and that the purchases are made only through the com- 
missioner,’’ would lead to a pleasant ending of an interview which 
now is often stretched out in the use of words to cover up the 
actual meaning. 

Gentlemen we report unanimously in favor of the enactment 
of legislation for the creation of such a department. 

Your further pleasure in the matter is respectfully requested. 


Submitted by the Special Committee. 


EpmuND F. HarTSHORN, Chairman. 
EreiGaGE PRATT 

EUGENE E. SARGEANT 

J. C. Mc Curpy 

A. 8S. VAN SANT 
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REPORT ON PUBLIC HEALTH AFFAIRS, 1904 


GENTLEMEN OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The attention of the Committee on Public Health has been 
directed to the dangers incident to the carrying out of a plan by 
the city authorities, providing for an excursion by vessel or rail 
for the benefit of the children of the working classes, following 
a custom established, and to the fact that an appropriation of 
$5,000 of the public money has been made to defray the expenses 
incurred. Last year over 5,000 children took part in this excur- 
sion on steamers and barges. 

Your Committee would call attention to the great danger of 
spreading contagious diseases by these children collected from 
every corner of Newark and packed in close quarters with one 
another for a whole day. 

The Board of Health informs us that no careful report is 
made or strict precautions aretaken to avoid taking children from 
an infected house. 

While no doubt they have a grand old time and come home 
tired and satisfied,could not the sameobject be gained more easily 
and more safely, by sending these same children in small lots on 
some of the many excursions each day during the Summer. 

Your Committee do not desire to throw cold water on such 
a worthy object as helping the poor, but would respectfully 
suggest that a safer method could be found, and greater benefit 
to those in need of such recreation would be obtained by some 
such way as suggested, or the city fathers could take in hand the 
establishment of play grounds scattered throughout the city; 
the largest and best equipped for pleasure and profit, being placed 
in or near the centre of that part requiring it in the greatest 
degree. 

It is not practical nor convenient for the poor mother to 
leave her household duties and accompany three or four little 
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children one or two miles in order to reach o% off the, many parks, 
carefully placed for the most part among the: ‘Tich* o > 

In a report made to this Board about onelyear. Ago, your 
Committee called your attention to the dangers Yo: »the general 
public arising from the sweeping of the streets during tag piiess 
hours of the day. <, 

In the public prints of the last week or two, you Seer no 
doubt, read of the general prevalence of Tuberculosis among the 
street cleaners of New York, said by Dr. Woodbury, the Commis- 
sioner of street cleaning in New York, to be, without doubt, the 
result of inhaling the dust of the street raised by the sweepers in 
their daily work. 

The New York Medical Journal in an editorial says: 

“Now it is not the Tubercle Bacillus alone which renders 
our street cleaners consumptive, but it is the constant inhalation 
of all kinds of dust,and the constant irritation of the pulmonary 
surfaces,which make the invasion of the germ of tuberculosis 
more easy. The sweeping of streets in the dry state should be 
considered a crime against our fellow men. It is not the air, but 
the dust in the air, which renders New York such a dangerous 
place, particularly in Summer, to people predisposed to 
pulmonary troubles, etc.’’ 

While this article is written with special regard to the street 
cleaners themselves, it applies in a greater or less degree to each 
person who walks the streets, or lives in a house where the 
windows are opened, as they must need be in our hot Summer, 
when the dust is the greatest. 

Now while the above cannot be disputed, what can we do to 
better the conditions? 

In the first place there are many patent sweepers which 
catch the dirt and dust to a great extent, but they are not perfect 
and easily get out of repair. 

Members of your Committee have observed that in Europe, 
especially in Paris and Berlin, they do not sweep the streets, but 
wash them, so that there is no dust; that, we believe, is the 
perfect solution of the cleaning question. 

But the dust flies around every windy day without “sweep- 
ing’’ and carries all the germs peculiar to the city into everyone’s 
eyes, nose and mouth; those not robust enough to withstand their 
effects succumb to some one of the various germs blown in, 


breathed in, or swallowed. 
Here again, proper sprinkling of the streets is the only 
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preventative. But how are the streets sprinkled? Not at all, 
sometimes, some places, and in some ways, by private subscrip- 
tion, one street soaked in the morning or evening, another one 
not touched, half of one block, or in front of one lot in the next 
block. 

It is very amusing to one coming from other cities to observe 
the lack of method allowed to be pursued by the individual 
citizens in this matter. 

Your Committee would strongly recommend that the 
following methods be pursued, in so far as the circumstances will 
permit, and no slight excuse should be allowed to change the 
general plan: 

Ist. All streets should be systematically sprinkled at the 
public expense, and a rate of the public tax set aside for such 
purpose. 

2d. No streets should be swept while the surface is dry; 
we do not recognize the use of a garden hand sprinkling can as of 
any practical use. 

3rd. That all streets with a concrete or water proof surface 
should be washed as often as the traffic on the street demand it. 

‘4th. That no streets in the business portion of the city 
should be cleaned during business hours. 

There is another matter to which your committee would 
respectfully call your attention; that is, the inspection and 
cleaning of the various public buildings in the cities, the City 
Hall, the Court House, the Railroad Stations, and especially the 
Market and the Public Schools. 

The habit of spitting in the dark corners or at spittoons is a 
very perfect way of dissemination of disease germs. The water 
closets in all public buildings are as arule, a disgrace to modern 
civilization, and in public places, especially the schools, they 
require constant watching, such as can only be given by the 
trained inspectors of the Health service. No more fertile place 
for the carrying around of contagious diseases can be thought of. 


For the Committee, 


S. E. Ropertson, Chairman. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PLANTING AND NURTURE 
OF SHADE TREES 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE OF THE City oF NEWARK: 


GENTLEMEN—The Special Committee on Planting and 
Nurture of Trees, appointed on October 8th, 1903, have been 
requested to file a report at this time. 

The Committee would respectfully report that shortly after 
their appointment they presented an appeal to the Board of 
Trade Directors asking for an appropriation for the purpose of 
issuing educational literature to the people, for postage and for 
the temporary employment of an expert on trees who might 
advise inquirers. The Committee issued in the daily newspapers 
an appeal to the public for the culture of street trees and sug- 
gested various kinds of trees for street planting and methods of 
planting and care. This appeal was afterwards printed in circu- 
lar form and distributed, and a member of your Committee 
appeared before the Board of Works on several occasions ask- 
ing their co-operation. 

A formal appeal to the Common Council for the appoint- 
ment of a Shade Tree Commission under the law of 1893 was. 
made, and in response to our appeal the Common Council passed 
the resolution requested, the Mayor approved it and on January 
20th, 1904, appointed Senator J. Henry Bacheller, James A. 
Berry and Charles G. Titsworth, the latter the Chairman of this 
Committee, as the Shade Tree Commission of the City of Newark, 
New Jersey. With this appointment the active duties of your 
Committee ended. It may be of interest to report that the Shade 
Tree Commission have planted nearly one hundred Norway 
maples around Military Park and destroyed large numbers of 
caterpillars and their cocoons in various parts of the city, and 
they have encouraged and assisted individual property owners. 
in the planting and care of trees before their properties. 

During the Fall of this year they have planted American 
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elms on Broad Street from Green Street to its southern terminus, 
on Clinton Avenue from Broad Street to the Lehigh Valley 
crossing and on Walnut Street from Broad Street to Mulberry 
Street. They have planted American and German lindens on 
Walnut Street from Mulberry Street to the railroad. They have 
planted Carolina poplars on Walnut Street from the railroad to 
Lang Street, and Norway maples on Central Avenue from Halsey 
Street to Warren Street. These trees numbering about six hun- 
dred, were set out after the Commission had advertised notice 
of their intention to plant and given property owners opportunity 
to object in accordance with the provision of the law. The cost 
of the trees, the planting and the guards are to be assessed against 
the properties in front of which they are placed. 

In all, the Commission have planted or have been instru- 
mental in planting nearly seven hundred and fifty trees. The 
length of streets planted with trees on both sides by the Commis- 
sion is five miles, while on six miles of streets pruning of limbs of 
trees, many of them dangerous to human life, was done. Insect 
extermination was probably extended over another six miles. 

Your Committee believe the work for which they were ap- 
pointed is being done by the Shade Tree Commission and would 
ask for the discharge of the Committee. 


Respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES G. TitTswortu, Chairman. 
Jas. S. HicBIE, 

ALBERT C. CourRTER, 

EDWARD Q. KEASBEY. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—It is a pleasure for your Committee on Mem- 
bership to hand in their report at this time. 

The object and purposes of the Board, we are glad to say, 
are being better understood, and more thoroughly appreciated by 
business men. The work being looked after by Committees in 
the matter of securing better freight facilities by river and rail 
has served as an incentive to business men to take an active part 
and reports on various subjects relating to municipal and 
State affairs, submitted at the regular meetings of the Board, 
have encouraged many to apply for membership. 

The Committee is indebted to Mr. George H. Simonds for 
his activity in bringing in new members, and also to the members 
individually, whose efforts have encouraged the Committee 
during the year. 

The record of applications received by months is as follows: 


pana ye suey SORA Pri fy bee AGW Octobere eae 18 
Bepmianry) 2.200. A Cui Mia st ee 20 November... 30 
INTEC IIE Btu viet aise Oo mMEy Aire wer nee not Os 23). December 42: 8 


Making a total of 244. 

This number is the highest ever reached in one year, and the 
Committee wish to place before the Board a list of members 
who proposed one candidate or more. 

The roll of honor is as follows: 


George H. Simonds _..........- ZOwwWalterv i (obnson eee oe 3 
rami: Van Ness... 45..James Plockhardtis. sees 3 
WeueceM. Reilly... o4 AW Wadsworth... teas 3 
Mivaonav. Morse 2200.04... 140) RichardG. Jenkinsony i: 2a. 3 
PawardeT: Ward (00... Veubdward omcampielien wor. 3 
Beware Grover so... Bed Willian Re Russel lites ae 3 
] Lo 1 Sn) ae AWE PAU os VueD DICT eictere eae 2 
MiOcesse Latity eee 0e een ZT EA RA TRANG hayes hale Seley Manresa? 2 
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J GuemeGerdy iss oats a (aed. th. Canin helices Ae 2 


Henry MM. Doremus 222 6 \ (haries Bradley :2 28 2 
George W. Tomkins ............ oO aonen, Moyer toe 2 
Bes Giese ae ea 2 


The following presented one each: 
Franklin Murphy, Jr. Dr. E. A. Hogan’ F. L. Eberhardt 


Stephen S. Day Wm. A. McManus George R. Gray 
Ambrose Tomkins F. G. DuBois R. W. Adams 
Wm. H. F. Feidler I. R. Mansfield E. W. McClave 
Thomas Tonks Adam H. Groel Wm. H. Parry 
F. A. Schuetz P. T. Quinn Henry P. Jones 
T. K. Hannahs E. C. Strempel James A. Coe 
Thos. Gallacher Wilson J. Vance A. W. Conklin 
Wm. Q. James ey Re VV Ae eRL A. S. Van Sant 
F. A. Sterling E. F. Keer A. T. Sweeney 
H. E. Eberhardt B. C. Matthews Samuel G. Bailey 
S. A. Condict L. W. Dennis F. J. Butterworth 
Louis Schlesinger John R. Weeks Leopold Meyer 
F. Bristow 
The loss in membership during the year was: 
IR GBIOTEATIONIS? 55) tr Ee LR ek Mas Da lace Oo ae 19 
Lear hl ¢ Lae Nae OP Sa GON PRC EVO UGRORU AIC TA Mage PRE ROIE o/b 4 
top oed Tot mon-payinen tis corse ee eee 9 
Makino a total Ob eaeic cs tay ke ee ee me ol 


Leaving a gain for the year of 213. 


We hope that all members will endeavor to have a candidate 
for the coming year. 
Respectfully submitted for the Committee. 


FRANK E. Van NEss, 


Chairman. 
January 11, 1905. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TAXATION 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—Your Committee on Taxation fully appre- 
ciates the consideration given it by the Board of Trade to the 
question of Equal Taxation, and it wishes briefly to give some 
reasons why this question is a live one notwithstanding the final 
adjournment of the Legislature today. 

We believe that under existing laws every taxpayer now, 
besides paying his own tax according to the value of his own prop- 
erty, pays a considerable sum on every $1,000 of value he owns, 
for someone else more able to pay than he is; the someone else 
being the great railroads of the State, whose properties are, with- 
out doubt, the most profitable and valuable of any in the State 
of New Jersey today. 

Another, and no less important reason, is that the cities and 
towns of the State are burdened with debt, and it costs so much 
for their regular annual expenses and to meet the interest and 
sinking fund of their debt, that with an ordinary tax rate of about 
2%, and so much property unjustly exempt from tax, sufficient 
money can not be raised to carry on their government. 

In our own city and county, those who have to levy the taxes 
are at their wits end to know how to keep the tax rate within 
bounds and yet raise the necessary funds, and this, notwith- 
standing the rate of interest paid on most of our bonded debt, 
has been reduced from 7% of a few years ago to about 4% now. 

Still, if all property were treated alike, and required to 
pay its share of the tax levy, then if our people wanted a large 
police force, a splendid fire department, clean streets, fine public 
schools, a well paid Judiciary, and all the other requirements of 
a highly civilized community, of course they could not criticise 
or complain about their tax bills. But if by Legislative enact- 
ment these burdens are not equally distributed, if our cottages 
and factories pay annually $23 or more on every $1000 of value, 
while the great railroad properties (favored even in many other 
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ways by the State) pay only $5 on $1000 of value, and even that 
to the State, we have a right to feel that the burdens of city and 
county are not evenly distributed, and to demand legislation 
that shall do away with any favored class, and that shall require 
all property to pay the annual expenses of government according 
to its value. It!is a simple proposition; but how is it received by 
the supposed representatives of the people? 

A great city, the second in size in the State, goes to Trenton 
through its officials and many of its citizens, and asks that the 
laws may be changed so as to do even justice to all. Its bills are 
presented early in the session, but by some strange fatality they 
never reached the floor for a full discussion. The hand of a silent 
power is placed upon them; the Legislature adjourns, and noth- 
ing is done. 

Are we then too late to consider this great question, and is 
our time wasted even in this first meeting held in Newark to con- 
sider it? 

Your Committee on Taxation does not think so, and it 
wishes to present a few facts for the consideration of the Board 
of Trade, which will be supplemented by the facts and figures 
brought to us from our sister city of Jersey City, which is the 
great sufferer, and from other neighboring cities. 

At a low valuation and as officially reported by the State 
Board of Railroad Taxation, over $180,000,000 worth of railroad 
property pays no tax whatever to the city or town in which it is 
situated. This large sum is $50,000,000 greater than the tax 
value of all the real estate in the City of Newark. 

There are nearly 30 miles of main line of railroads within 
the bounds of our city and some little idea may be formed of its 
great value when it is remembered that for the purpose alone of 
elevation and betterment of these roads, our city was required 
to contribute nearly a million and a half dollars, and the claim of 
the railroads is that they spent between three and four millions 
more. 

Does any one believe our tax rate would reach 2% if this 
property was valued and taxed as the other property in the city 
is taxed? 

But in addition to that, within the last two years nearly 
$300,000 worth of regular tax-paying property in this city was 
bought by the railroads and immediately removed from the tax 
lists. This property is much more valuable for railroad pur- 
poses than it was before, yet now, as most of it lies within the 
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one hundred foot “main stem”? of the railroad, even the $23 per 
$1000 on its former value is not paid, and this sum is also added 
to the other overburdened property of the people of our city. 

If a Newark manufacturer doubles the size of his buildings, 
and the capacity of his plant, the next year he will find his outlay 
well represented in his tax bill. 

With these facts before us is it likely that there will be any 
State question of equal importance before the people this Fall? 

To obtain even a hearing, it is evident from the experience of 
Jersey City and its citizens, before the Legislature just adjourned, 
that the men to be voted for at the next election as our repre- 
tatives must be pledged for equal taxation, and to secure that 
result, in the conventions or the political parties and from 
the candidates, will require that the facts as stated shall be 
brought clearly before the people of all sections of the State, and 
on the day of the adjournment of the present session, the mem- 
bers of which would not even consider the subject, is a very ap- 
propriate time, and before the Newark Board of Trade, in New- 
ark’s Free Public Library, built and paid for by the city, is a very 
appropriate place to begin the work, which should not cease 
until the property of rich and poor alike pays according to its 
value for the support of the government which protects it. 


HARRISON VAN DUYNE, 


Chairman. 
March 25, 1904. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


GENTLEMEN 

Your Committee desires to report that they opposed 
House Bill No. 175 which provides for the repaving of paved 
streets and the collecting of assessments for such benefits, as 
against the interests of the City of Newark, as it was unjust in 
the manner of assessing benefits and providing for the repaving 
of streets. 

We also opposed House Bill No. 44 at the request of a large 
number of our manufacturers. This bill is known as the dis- 
orderly Act Bill and provides for a trial by jury in all cases of 
arrests during times of strikes, riots, and other troubles. Your 
Committee believe that the laws now provide for a trial by jury 
in almost all, if not all, cases. 

At the request of this Board and its Committee on Internal 
Trade, we also opposed House Bill No. 183 regarding advertising 
signs, and for the reason that we thought a property owner had 
a right to use his property in any way he saw fit as long as he did 
not interfere with city ordinances, or endanger the life or health 
of his neighbors. We also thought this bill was unconstitutional. 

We were in favor of bill No. 191 referring to what is known 
as “‘Mortgage Loan Sharks” and restricting same, and while 
this bill limited the interest charge to 6% on loans, we were 
inclined to favor even a larger percentage, so as to put these 
people nearly on the basis of the pawn brokerage business. 

We opposed House Bill No. 260 which provides for the 
auditing of all bills of Public Libraries by the City Comptroller. 

lst. Because it created a new auditing department for 
Newark; that work now being done by the Auditor. 

2d. Because the bill requires that all bills should be sworn 
to by the creditor. This would be impossible to accomplish as 
the bills in all libraries of the State are small, ranging from 10c 
to $1.50, and the cost of an affidavit and the trouble would pre- 
vent the trustees of libraries from making any purchases except 
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in large amounts, and preventing the Trustees or Librarian from 
buying books at ‘‘auction sale’’ or small stores where a great 
many books are purchased. 

3d. Because a bill had been introduced providing that this 
work be done by the city expert and a rigid examination of all 
accounts be made at least once a year. 

Your Committee opposed, as far as possible, the House Bill 
known as Bill No. 26 introduced by Mr. Miller, and known as the 
“Miller Bill.” This bill was defeated last year and again this 
year but, like the poor, ‘“‘we have it always with us.’’ We opposed 
this for the following reasons: First we thought it unconstitu- 
tional and then for these reasons: 

The relations between a corporation and its stockholders, 
and between stockholder in the same corporation are founded 
on contract. 

It is quite likely that the Miller Bill would have been held 
not to apply to existing corporations, for the reason that the 
Constitution prohibits the Legislature from passing any law 
which impairs the obligation of contracts, or which deprives a 
party of any remedy for enforcing a contract which existed when 
the contract was made. ‘Take the case of a corporation organized 
in 1900, at that time under the law as it then stood, and as it now 
stands, the stockholder had in his own hands a remedy for 
frauds committed by the officers and directors. This remedy 
cannot be taken from him by the Legislature. 

. The requirement that a consent in writing of twenty per 
cent. of the shareholders shall be had in order to give the Court 
jurisdiction of a suit for directors’ frauds, makes the remedy 
impracticable and impossible. It will strike any one as a fact 
that it would be impossible to obtain the consent in writing of 
twenty per cent. of the shareholders of any corporation. Take 
as an instance the United States Steel Corporation. 

The bill applied not only to the fraudulent acts of directors 
and officers, but it applied also to a suit for promoters’ profits 
where they are illegally made. It would prevent any action by 
a stockholder of the Shipbuilding Trust, for instance, from 
bringing a suit to recover for the corporation the so-called “rake- 
off’’ made secretly by the men who promoted the corporation. 

It applied to all kinds of actions which the directors of a 
corporation fraudulently refused to bring. 

If it had passed, it was quite possible for eighty-one per 
cent. of the stockholders of a corporation to absorb the whole 
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assets of the corporation and leave the other nineteen per cent. 
with no remedy whatever. It did not except the fraudulent 
action of directors, officers and promoters. It was designed 
expressly for the protection of such frauds. It is a premium on 
dishonesty and makes it perfectly safe for gentlemen who are 
infected with ‘‘Wall Street morals’’ to perpetrate just such 
frauds as have been so recently unearthed and punished by the 
Courts. 

The Act provided still another obstruction to the stock- 
holders’ remedy. The consent in writing of the twenty per cent 
of the stockholders must be obtained at a stockholders’ meeting. 
There can be no stockholders’ meeting unless a majority of the 
stockholders are present in person or by proxy. In cases of 
corporations like the Steel Corporation, having thousands of 
stockholders, it would be impossible to procure a quorum and in 
fact, impossible to get twenty per centum of the stockholders 
together at any meeting called for this purpose, and to satisfy a 
stockholder that the situation was such as to make it advisable 
for him to get a proxy for such a meeting would be futile. It 
would require a personal visit to each stockholder. 

No honest corporation would ask for the passage of any such 
bill. You will not find any bank or insurance company, OF 
legitimate manufacturing corporation, or any corporation whose 
affairs are properly managed by its Board of Directors, asking 
for the passage of a bill to shield them from stockholders’ actions. 
It is not in the interest of legitimate corporations, but is wholly. 
in the interest of corporations whose affairs are conducted by a 
few men for their own benefit. 

The passage of this bill would discredit New Jersey in the 
eyes of the whole Nation. It would render investments in the 
stocks of New Jersey corporations insecure, and would probably 
have the effect of inducing very many people to sell their holdings 
unless they were in full sympathy with the Board of Directors, 
and this, of course, would result in a depreciation of the value of 
the stock. 

The fraudulent corporations which have been organized 
under the New Jersey law have already given the State of New 
Jersey a bad name, but to place a premium on dishonesty as this 
bill did, would make the New Jersey corporation law a by-word. 

We were opposed to Senate Bill No. 211 introduced by Mr. 
McKee for the same reasons as stated above, and the only reason 
that could be given for its introduction in the Senate after its 
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defeat in the House was the hope that the Legislature might not 
see the difference between one fifth of a number and twenty per 
cent. of the same’ number. 

We also opposed a bill introduced by Mr. Duffield in the 
House known as No. 427, which provided that to commence an 
action a minority stockholder must first apply to the Courts to 
show or manifest to the Court that his suit was brought in good 
faith, etc. and to show to said Court the amount of stock held 
by the complainant, when, and the manner of its acquisition and 
all admissions, etc., etc. 

If after concluding such inquiry the Court shall decide that 
said suit or action was not brought in good faith, it shall dismiss 
same, with costs against the plaintiff, etc. 

This appears to be a bill to put all trouble possible*before a 
minority stockholder. It increases the duties of the Court 
already burdened with work. It made the matter one of two 
trials instead of one, and there was no need of such protection as 
shown by the remarks made by members before the Legislature 
when in session. 

The Committee recommended the passage of House Bill No. 
306 which was called the “Itinerant Vender’’ Bill. This bill 
was endorsed by the Committee on Internal Trade of this Board 
and introduced by Mr. Lehlbach. The majority of the Com- 
mittee thought that the charge should be in the shape of a tax 
on personals, and not as a license fee, so overcoming the objec- 
tions to it that might be brought up on the ground of interference 
with Interstate Commerce. 

Your Committee recommend the close study by all members 
of this Board of all bills introduced or proposed, as inthat way 
only can any good bill be helped or bad one brought to the 
attention of the people. 

The Committee also desire to thank the newspapers of this 
city for their help, and the editorials bringing out the good and 
bad points of bills, and representing as they do the opinion of the 
people, it is gratifying to the Committee to know that they had 
their support. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Signed, R. C. JENKINSON 
Moses PLAUT 
Jos. A. R1oRDAN 
FRED’K CASTLES 
Jas. E. Howey 
Epwin W. HIneE | 


| 
Commauttee. 
| 


Approved April 13, 1904. 
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COMMITTEE ON FIREMEN’S FUND 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—A calamity occurred on April 23d last which 
caused the death of three members of the Fire Department and 
the serious injury of fifteen or more members. 

At the instance of business men the President of the Board 
of Trade convened the Board of Directors in special meeting to 
consider the advisability of the Board opening a subscription fund 
for the relief of the families of those killed and for the care of such 
of the injured as might be found necessary. 

With the approval and endorsement of the Board of Direc- 
tors a Committee was appointed to issue an appeal for contribu- 
tions. 

Within three weeks’ time a total of $9,378.73 was subscribed 
by the citizens of this city, when it was determined advisable to 
close the subscription. 

The Committee is indebted to the Honorable Board of Fire 
Commissioners for reports concerning the families of the dead 
firemen and statements regarding the condition of the injured. 

In deciding as to the most equitable plan for the disburse- 
ment of the funds received, it was agreed to pay to the widows of 
Jacob Bleyhl and William B. Crane, and to the mother of Leo 
Ross, monthly, the difference between the amount received from 
the Pension Fund of the Department and the regular salary paid 
by the Department, and further, should any of the injured men 
be retired owing to permanent disability growing out of their 
injuries at the fire, that the same benefit be extended to them, 
dating from the time of such retirement. 

From information furnished to the Committee it appears 
that the Board of Fire Commissioners may find it necessary to 
retire one or more of the men injured from active service in the 
Department owing to the severity of their injuries. 

It is hoped that the action of the Committee will meet with 
the approval of the Board of Trade, of those who contributed 
to the fund, the officials of the Fire Department and the mem- 
bers of the families interested. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


James M. REILLy, Epwarp T. Warp, Chairman. 


Secretary. Davip H. Merritt, Treasurer. 
y ; 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TRADE EXTENSION 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Boarp—The Committee on Trade Ex- 
tension beg to report that they have given consideration to the 
question of extending the trade interests of the United States 
with China. 

The Committee fully endorse the action taken to initiate a 
movement having for its object the appointment of an Imperial 
Chinese Commission to visit the principal cities of the United 
States, and to manifest an interest in such a movement on the 
part of the City of Newark, we beg to submit the following pre- 
amble and resolution for your consideration and action: 

Whereas, It is essential to the continued prosperity of the 
rapidly growing industrial and mercantile interests of America 
that there should be the broadest possible extension of markets 
for our products, and 

Whereas, It is necessary that better trade relations may be 
established with China in order to realize the vast possibilities 
in that direction for American manufacturing and mercantile 
interests, and 

Whereas, The visit to America of His Highness, Prince Pu 
Lun, Imperial Commissioner to the St. Louis Exposition, affords 
an opportunity for preliminary steps toward bringing about 
larger trade relations between the American and Chinese people, 
Be it therefore | 

Resolved, By the Board of Trade of the City of Newark, that 
we urge the United States Government, through its proper 
authorities, to put into operation regulations which, while ex- 
cluding Chinese laborers from further admission to the United 
States, will provide for the admission and protection of the 
legally exempt classes of Chinese citizens, who, under present laws, 
are entitled as officials, merchants, students and tourists, to 
visit our country, and to this end we endorse the proposition to 
require conclusive credentials for this purpose to be procured 
from our diplomatic representative in Pekin and authorized 
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Consular officials of the United States, stationed in the treaty 
ports of China; also 

That we join with other commercial organizations of the 
leading cities of the United States in requesting His Imperial 
Highness, Prince Pu Lun, to procure the appointment of a Com- 
mission by the Chinese Government, who shall in the near future 
visit the leading cities of the United States for the purpose of 
personally inspecting our varied manufacturing, mercantile and 
educational institutions, to the end that better understanding 
may thus be brought about and may speedily result in the estab- 
lishment of larger and better trade relations between the people 
of the two countries. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN A. ConpliIctT, 


Chairman. 
May 10, 1904. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS WITH 
REFERENCE TO WATER METER CHARGES 


GENTLEMEN—The Directors referred to this Committee 
several complaints from members of the Board in reference 
to the additional charge imposed by the Board of Street and 
Water Commissioners which was known as the One Dollar Quar- 
terly Meter charge, for consideration and report. 

A misunderstanding regarding the necessity for this addition- 
al charge being made on property owners using a small quantity 
of water became general. 

Your Committee, after a discussion with the Chairman of 
the Water Committee and Engineer Sherrerd, of the Board of 
Works, agree that the charge was a proper one, but that the 
‘manner in which it was imposed had led to a general misunder- 
standing, and it was suggested that a change be made and that 
a miminum rate based upon the cost of the plant and the in- 
stallation of the service should be charged against all users of 
water. 

This suggestion, we are pleased to say, has been adopted, 
and we apprehend that with the adjustment made by the Board 
of Works to take effect on May Ist, water consumers will have no 
further cause for complaint. 

While discussing the financial condition of the Water Depart- 
ment, a suggestion was also offered that a reduction might be 
secured in the annual total if certain bond issues could be re- 
funded and a new issue made extending the life of the bonds ten 
or twenty years, provision being made that during the first ten 
years after such extension had been secured that no sinking fund 
charges should be made. 

We considered that such a plan, if decided feasible, would 
relieve the present generation from carrying all the burdens for 
improvements which have been made with such rapidity during 
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the recent few years, the benefit of which will actually be greater 
to coming generations than to the present one. 

We have followed up this suggestion by holding a conference 
with Mayor Doremus and other officials, and we hope at a future 
day to be able to offer some practical suggestion regarding the 
carrying out of such proposition. 


Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee. 


Wo. H. F. FIEDLER, Chairman. 
Pit Hospi, 
EDWARD GRAY, 
H. E. EBERHARDT, 
WILLIAM R. RUSSELL, 
H..G. RoMMBL. 
April 13, 1904. 
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CITY HALL TROLLEY LOOP FRANCHISE 


GENTLEMEN—On behalf of the Committee of Fifty appointed 
at the last meeting of the Board to present resolutions adopted 
at said meeting against the granting of the so-called City Hall 
Loop Franchise to the North Jersey Street Railway Company, 
would say, that forty-two members of the Committee appeared 
at the hearing in question, and the result of said hearing was the 
withdrawal of the application in question. 

In this connection it is proper to call attention to the fact 
that the hearing on the above mentioned application was held in 
the rooms of the Board of Works and not as requested by this 
Board in a room of sufficient size to accommodate all who desired 
to be present. 

For over two hours the Board of Works room was crowded 
beyond the limits of comfort and treatment due to every citizen 
of this city. In addition the lobbies, hallway and stairway to 
the street entrance was packed to suffocation; 90 per cent. of 
those present were compelled to stand up, with but little hope 
to be seen, let alone hearing and being heard, in their desire to 
protest against the measure in question. 

It is due to the members of the Board of Works to say that 
they were advised by their counsel that this hearing must be 
held at the place advertised, but that an adjournment could be 
had to a larger room. For some reason this was not done, and 
discomfort and discourtesy, perhaps not intended, was inflicted 
on this Committee and the protesting citizens of Newark, to a 
degree that should in future be carefully avoided. 


Respectfully submitted for the Committee. 


GEORGE W. ToMKINS, Chairman. 
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THE EIGHT HOUR BILL. REPORT BY COMMITTEE, 1904 


GENTLEMEN OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


Your Committee appointed to appear before the Committee 
on Labor of the House of Representatives, and the Labor Com- 
mittee of the Senate, to present on behalf of the manufacturers 
and merchants of the City of Newark, a petition in opposition to 
the passage of the so-called Eight Hour Law, and to enter a 
protest against the passage of the proposed Anti-Injunction 
Bill, would respectfully report that a large delegation represent- 
ing the Board appeared before both Committees of Congress, 
and that a verbal protest was made before the Committee of the 
Senate wtih reference to the Anti-Injunction measure. 

In addition to the verbal statements made by the Chairman 
of the delegation and members, the accompanying protest which 
had been prepared was submitted and read by the Secretary of 
the Board: 


Memorial from the Board of Trade of the City of Newark. 
(Subject: Eight Hour Bill) 


To THE HONORABLE COMMITTEE ON LABOR, 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


GENTLEMEN—We are here to represent the 3,500 manufac- 
turing industries located in the City of Newark, delegated by the 
leading commercial organization of our city, the Board of 
Trade, in which 800 of our representative and successful business 
men hold membership. 

Newark occupies the position of eleventh in the rank of 
important cities of the United States for the annual output of its 
manufactured products, and per capita on a basis of population, 
we hold the first rank among American cities as a manufacturing 
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centre, and in the diversity of our industries we are second to 
none. 

The people of our city never had, and never hope to have 
any great opportunity of building up a commercial existence, we 
are essentially a city of manufactures, and the $200,000,000 of 
taxable valuations which we possess, has been accumulated by 
hard work. 


Everything and everybody in the City of Newark look to and 
depend entirely for their personal comfort, their present needs 
and their future prosperity, to the upbuilding and permanency 
of our industries. 


It has been repeatedly asserted by men in touch with 
National affairs, that the City of Newark is a thermometer 
from which can be gauged the rise and fall of manufactures; 
that no disturbance affecting such interest can occur in any part 
of the world without the pulse of Newark feeling it. 

In our workshops and factories we employ 50,000 operatives; 
who draw in wages annually over $30,000,000 and produce 
annually $150,000,000 in finished products. 

It is the consensus of opinion among our manufacturers 
that the enactment of the so-called Gompers Eight Hour Bill, 
will be disastrous: not because it would reduce the hours of labor 
to eight hours a day on government work, but more particularly 
because it provides another handle to the already overburdened 
condition which surrounds all lines of industry, and because it 
provides another means for creating greater disturbance between 
the employer and the employee. 

During the past year the losses incurred from strikes, lock- 
outs and labor troubles, has been estimated in the billions of 
dollars, and we feel that in the wisdom of Congress instead of 
adding to the trouble already existing there should be a dispo- 
sition to bring about a remedy for its further prevention. 

We hold, as an organized Board, that the interests of the 
people of the United States is not so much in the number of 
hours employed, as the actual production of satisfactory results, 
whereby capital shall be safe in its investment, and labor secured 
in its employment. | 

When such conditions are safely assured, labor can demand 
and reasonably expect its just return, but so long as labor 
unwisely advocates measures making the investment of capital 
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unsafe, they must necessarily expect to arouse strenuous an- 
tagonism. 

Among our industries we have forty (40) distinct lines which 
produce each from $1,000,000 to $20,000,000 in value annually. In 
smelting and refining we produce upwards of $20,000,000; in zinc 
products $2,000,000 of value; our machine shops turn out $6,000,- 
000; in chemicals $2,500,000; in varnishes $2,500,000; iron and 
steel $1,500,000; leather $10,000,000; celluloid $2,500,000; in 
copper goods $3,000,000 to $5,000,000; electrical supplies $1,- 
500,000; jewelry and silversmithing upwards of $10,000,000; and 
so we might go on citing industry after industry, each and every 
one of whom feel that the enactment of such a law would be 
hurtful and injurious. 

On behalf of these great establishments, we argue that if 
you reduce the hours of labor, you limit the output of industry, 
and that you must therefore necessarily either advance the cost 
of the product, or cheapen the cost of the labor. 

We cannot but feel that any measure which would make 
necessary the imposition of a greater tariff than that which the 
people of the United States have so generously supported in the 
building up of our industrial interests, would be a menace to the 
future prosperity of the Nation, that it would be unwise and dan- 
gerous, and that the ultimate outcome of this measure, if it be- 
come a law, would be such a tariff. 

Since 1860 our industries have increased from 765 to over 
3,500 establishments; the capital invested from $13,800,000 to 
upwards of $100,000,000; the yearly product from $27,000,000 
to $150,000,000, and through the expansion and upbuilding of 
these industries our population has increased from 71,000 in 1860 
to 300,000 today. 

We do not understand the thought which would jeopardize 
such progress, it is foreign to that wholesome Americanism which 
has made possible our success as a manufacturing Nation. The 
manufacturers of this Nation cannot but view with alarm meas- 
ures of this character when proposed, and seriously considered 
by a Committee of Congress, and we wish to again state, that the 
manufacturers of the City of Newark emphatically oppose the 
passage of this measure. In support of these statements, we beg 
to present to you the following resolution which was adopted by 
unanimous vote at a regular meeting of our Board, attended by 
over 200 representative citizens as our warrant for so doing: 

Resolved, That the Board of Trade of the City of Newark is 
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opposed to the enactment of the so-called Eight Hour Bill now 
before the Committee on Labor of the House of Representatives, 
as we consider such a law would injure the manufacturing, com- 
mercial and labor interests of the United States. 

Praying your consideration we respectfully submit this 
memorial on behalf of the Board of Trade of the City of Newark, 
New Jersey. 

(Signed) Epwarp S. CAMPBELL, 


President. 
March 23, 1904. 


After the reading of the memorial, members of the Commit- 
tee were interrogated on several points regarding conditions 
maintaining in the manufacturing interests of the City of Newark 
and the replies made appeared to be accepted with satisfaction. 

The Committee feel that they have discharged the duty 
imposed upon them by the Board, and that the presentation of 
such memorial coming from a body representing such great 
interests would have an undoubted weight with the Committee in 
forming a decision. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee. 

R. G. SALOMON, 
Chatrman. 


119 


RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS 


oO 


GENTLEMEN OF THE BoarD oF TRADE:—Your Committee 
appointed to look into the matter of ‘‘Grade Crossings”’ have 
had two or three meetings and one since the Committee was en- 
larged by the addition of five from those members of the Board 
doing business on the line of the New York Bay Railroad. 

The problem on this branch is a hard one to solve, so as to 
interfere as little as possible with business interests on this line. 

This road crosses Frelinghuysen Avenue at grade. This 
street is only nine feet above tide water. The plan talked of by 
the Railroad Company and the Board of Works is to elevate 
these tracks over Frelinghuysen and Elizabeth Avenues about 
thirteen feet above the present street grade. 

As Elizabeth Avenue is only eleven feet above the Freling- 
huysen Avenue grade, it will be necessary to elevate the track 
here at least as many feet more above the street or to depress the 
grade of the street a few feet. 

No matter what is done here, the incline to Clinton Avenue 
which is sixty feet above tide water, can be lessened, and if the 
tracks are raised here the same height as at Elizabeth or Freling- 
huysen Avenues, the grade or incline of the track will be the same 
as now. : 

That is, if you raise thirteen feet at Elizabeth Avenue and 
thirteen feet at Clinton Avenue, your grade on the railroad is 
the same at Clinton Avenue. 

This avenue could not be lowered more than two or three 
feet. This would give a track elevation above present grade of 
ten to eleven feet. The problem from here to the north is the 
most difficult one. 

Your Committee have no plans to recommend and the sug- 
gestions made are merely to state grades and to show the prob- 
lem to be solved. 

The difficulty from Clinton Avenue to the north is entirely 
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one of expense and a desire to leave the conditions when changed 
so as not to interfere any more than is absolutely necessary with 
the interests of any of the firms doing business on this line. 


The grade to Eighteenth Avenue from Clinton Avenue is 
about 14% or about forty feet in 3,200, as Eighteenth Avenue is 
about forty feet above Clinton Avenue, and eighty feet above 
Elizabeth Avenue. 


It is suggested that if the track is elevated at Clinton Avenue 
it might come down to the level at Eighteenth Avenue, and the 
streets crossing between Eighteenth Avenue and Clinton Avenue 
crossed either by a raised viaduct or by a partial depression of 
the street grade and a partial raising of the grade of the railroad. 


Gentlemen, we only desire to suggest or to recommend and 
do not desire to do more than that, and to report to you the situa- 
tion on this railroad at this time and promise to take up the 
others later, if it is your wish that we should do so. 


Gentlemen, this Board of Trade has developed its strength 
and power because it is composed of the business men of this city, 
and we feel that it is the duty of this Board to guard the interests 
of the people who have, as a class, made thecity great,and so, 
without drawing your attention to other localities, we call your 
attention to this one. 


Along the line of this railroad are several large business 
interests, all, or nearly all, north of Clinton Avenue. Southof 
that as yet only one or two have settled, so that in looking after 
the interests of the business men, we have to take care of five 
city blocks, and five grade crossings, counting Frelinghuysen 
and Elizabeth Avenues, as arranged for already. This is only a 
small share of the business of this city, but large in its total in 
spite of this. 


This railroad in its length from N. J. R. R. Avenue or the 
line of Broad Street to its northwestern end is about 7,000 feet 
long, and in making this report we call attention to the fact that 
of the 14,000 feet of property on this railroad on both sides of the 
tracks between Frelinghuysen Avenue and Elizaveth Avenue but 
about 3500 feet is now used for business pungasés, 


The railroad is built entirely on a pve way and 
crosses at grade twelve streets that are laid out “the pity map, 
although some of them are not opened up as yet. Bene are as 
follows: Frelinghuysen, Elizabeth, Johnson, Hillsidé ‘Bek mont, 
Ridgewood, Runyon, Bigelow, Clinton, Madison, Avon “Avendes, 
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Rose Street and Waverly Avenue, and ends at Eighteenth 
Avenue. 

And provision must be made sooner or later to take care of 
all these streets. 

As stated above, only thirty-five hundred feet, taking both 
sides of the fourteen thousand feet of property facing on this 
railroad is occupied today by business or dwellings. This is 
just 25%. 


Now it is certain that within the next five years that most of 
the other 75% will be built upon and that not counting on the 
increase of trade to those already there, the railroad must pro- 
vide for a business quadruple of its present size. 


The property west of this line has been improved greatly 
in the past five years, but not 20% within the present city line 
in the section cut off by this line is improved property. That it 
will improve more rapidly from now on is certain, as the Clinton 
Avenue line of electric cars now run to the junction at Irvington 
and the pavement of Clinton Avenue with a smooth pavement 
is helping this avenue and all the streets crossing it. 


So that every year more and more of our good people will 
be cut off from the city by this line and as the line becomes more 
busy and active and the property is built up, the present condi 
tions will become more and more unbearable. 


We ask you as members of this Board to unite with us in 
urging our Honorable Board of Works, who have this matter in 
charge, to use the power they have to eliminate all grade cross- 
ings from this line, and to do so at once on Frelinghuysen, Eliz- 
abeth and Clinton Avenues. To provide for the closing or 
depressing or raising of the remaining streets intersected by this 
line, and to do so with as little inconvenience to the business 
conducted by the manufacturers as possible. 

It is unnecessary to repeat that this road should not have 
been allowed, to cross at grade, but as it is there and business 
men have built on the basis of ‘‘grade tracks’’ level with or 
nearly so to the railroad, it becomes a burden on the city that 
allowed this to eliminate it at once and take care of the manufac- 
turers and business men as well. 

We can well afford to do this, and it will be more difficult to 
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accomplish every day it is delayed. If this is done, property 
will increase in value, business will increase on the line and every 
one will be helped. 


RIcHARD C. JENKINSON, Chairman. 
jOss 7H Woop, 
Epwin A. Kircu, 
CHARLES SELVAGE, 

R. J. GoERKE, 
JuLius KRISTELLER, 
Gro. W. TomkKINs, 
ATC. COURTER: 
EDWARD Q. KEAsBEY, 
Gro. F. REEVE, 

J. H. ABERCROMBIE. 
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—The Committee on Educational Affairs have 
carefully canvassed the proposition to reduce the membership 
of the Board of Education from thirty to nine members, as pro- 
vided under the School Law to be submitted to the voters at the 
ensuing elections. The conclusions arrived at by your Committee 
are as follows: 

FIRST—Nine members can transact business better than 
thirty. 

SECOND—Responsibility can more readily be fixed. 

THIRD—Every member will be more conversant with all the 
business. The large Board is compelled to do much of its work 
through committees. 

FOURTH—The best citizens will more readily consent to 
serve. 

FIFTH—Voters will express their choice of every member 
of the Board instead of only two, as now. 

SIXTH—Under ward representation the shrewdest men 
secure sectional advantage, while other wards, possibly more 
needy, are neglected. A small Board elected at large will man- 
age affairs with reference to the entire city and not be so much 
affected by local interests. 

SEVENTH—Every member of the small Board will represent 
a constituency embracing the entire city, therefore the adjust- 
ment of grievances or complaints will devolve equally upon all. 

EIGHTH—The experience of other cities favors a small 
Board. 

Of the thirty-eight cities in the United States having a popu- 
lation of 100,000 and upwards, but six have as large a Board as 
Newark, while eighteen have Boards of from five to nine members. 
Inquiry was made of the Mayors of many large cities where small 
Boards have been adopted, and the universal testimony is 
favorable. 

Your Committee were impressed with the thought that 


124 


many of our citizens have been unable to possess themselves of 
information sufficient to warrant them in expressing a choice in 
this matter, and therefore submit the foregoing statements in 
support of the adoption of the following resolutions, which we 
hope will be adopted unanimously by this meeting: 

Resolved, That the Board of Trade believes the best interests 
of the public will be served by a smaller Board of Education, and 
that we advocate and urge the voters of the City of Newark 
to vote in favor of the proposition calling for a Board of nine 
members at the ensuing elections, to be held on November 8th. 

Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed by 
the Chairman to continue an agitation favoring the carrying out 
of this change, and that the said Committee be authorized to 
solicit funds in the name of the Board, to meet necessary expense 
incurred for printing and distribution of information to voters. 


Respectfully submitted for 
THe COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
October 12th, 1904. 
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EDUCATIONAL—SMALLER BOARD OF EDUCATION 


To THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


GENTLEMEN—The Committee appointed at your last meet- 
ing to agitate the question of a Small Board of Education beg to 
report as follows: 

(1). Circulars concisely stating the reasons for believing 
that the small board would be of advantage to the cause of 
education in this city were printed in English, German, Italian 
and Yiddish. 

(2). Men and women were employed to distribute these 
circulars at the houses of the voters. 

(3). Postal cards were issued just before election asking 
the recipients to remember the question at the election. 

(4). Much of the detail of the work of distribution was 
supervised by the ladies connected with the Educational Associa-. 
tion, whose members were deeply interested in the question and 
to whom your Committee would extend hearty thanks for their 
energetic and faithful work. 

(5). A meeting under the auspices of the Essex Trades 
Council was held on Wednesday evening, November 2d, at the 
Newark Library for the purpose of discussing the question. The 
meeting was attended by only a small number and the discussion 
of the question developed the fact that many of our citizens were 
loath to relinquish their ward representatives and looked with 
suspicion upon the movement as in the interests of a certain book 
concern whose influence with the Newark Board of Trade is 
reported as being very great. 

(6). The election on November 8th resulted in a vote of 
9,142 in favor and 10,352 against. Only about one-third of the 
voters took the trouble to express themselves on the question. 
Four wards, however, were carried fin its favor. 

(7). Under the energetic management of the Treasurer of 
the Committee sufficient funds to meet all expenses and leave a 
balance over were collected. 

The Committee would extend its thanks to the members of 
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the Board of Trade who so generously responded to the Treas- 
urer’s appeal. 

The balance of the money unexpended has been turned over 
to the Educational Association. 

The report of the Treasurer is herewith appended. 

(8). To the local daily papers the thanks of this Committee 
are due for their untiring advocacy of the small board, and their 
hearty endorsement of the work of this Committee. Every 
facility within their power was accorded and the Committee 
would recommend your adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Board desires to accord its obligation, 
and express its thanks to the daily papers of Newark for their 
wise, persistent and hearty advocacy of a Small Board of Ed- 
ucation. 

In conclusion your Committee feel pleased with the results 
attained, although the issue was unfavorably decided. It 
believes that the question has received such an agitation as will 
ultimately eventuate in the adoption by this city of the Small 
Board of Education. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Sub- 


R. C. JENKINSON, Cures 


JAMES P. DUSENBERRY, 
LABAN DENNIS. 
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PROPOSED MANUAL TRAINING SCHOOL 


GENTLEMEN OF THE BOARD: 


The present High School was planned to accommodate 
1,475 pupils. There arenow init 1,680. Three years from now— 
and a new building can hardly be ready for use before then— 
there will be at least 700 young men and women in our city 
entitled to the high school instruction they ask for, yet barred 
by lack of room from the only appropriate place we have in 
which to teach them. 

The work in the present building along commercial, economic 
and industrial lines—work peculiarly appropriate to our city of 
manufactures and commerce—needs room for its development; 
and if it had that room it would at once attract many more 
students. The call for instruction in these departments is strong 
and steadily increasing. 

Some of our young men should be trained for business; 
should get in touch with the great commercial and industrial 
questions of today; and become capable of filling responsible 
positions where they can exert a sound conservative influence. 

Newark is a great commercial and industrial city. It is 
the duty of its citizens to provide an education for its youth 
peculiarly adapted to the life of the city. 

The manual training side of high school work, rounding out 
the instruction in this line which begins in the fifth year in our 
schools, should at once be provided with adequate quarters and 
fullequipment. Other cities are far ahead of us in this direction; 
yet no city calls more than ours for the best brains, building and 
equipment can furnish in developing all the native talent we 
have along the lines of design, technical skill and shop manage- 
ment. 

Our evening high schools call more than a thousand young 
men and women from their other evening occupations to serious 
study and to such work with tools as our present inadequate 
equipments can give them. We need a building in which the 
commercial and manual training rooms and equipment, used by 
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a thousand young people by day, will be available for another 
thousand in the evening. The evening drawing school, one of 
the most useful of all the elements in our whole system, demands 
larger and better accommodations. Provided with these, it 
would soon double its attendance. It now enrolls over 600 
students each year who attend more steadily than do the student 
of any day school; and this in spite of cramped and unattractive 
quarters and inadequate equipment. 

The high school we are looking for will discover a special 
bent for technical work in many of our school pupils, and will 
fit them for and induce them to enter, either the distinctly trade 
departments of our technical school, or the institute of tech- 
nology proper which that school must soon develop. 

Experience shows that high schools lose something in 
efficiency, and in careful attention to the individual pupil, if 
they include more than a thousand students; and that econom- 
ics due to concentration are very slight after passing that 
number. 

The high school not only crowns a municipal public school 
system; it also gives it dignity, and a certain stimulus which is 
felt by teachers and pupils in every grade to the remotest corner 
Gmeuneveity.,  1t vis an velement most) essential for :eftect- 
ive work. It should lead in every respect. It should not 
lack room for all applicants; it should invite and encourage 
students; it should open the door of a broad general education 
to every young man and woman, rich or poor who wishes to enter 
it. It should lead, as it does, many young men and women 
from the humblest homes to positions of trust and honor. It 
should be, and is, the most democratic of all the elements in 
public education. 

Our present highschool plant is entirely inadequate in the two 
elements of room and equipment. In view of the fact that the 
high school is a part of the organic system of the public schools 
of the city, there is as much need for erecting additional build- 
ings for it as for overcrowded grammar schools. The present 
location of our high school is conducive to the interests of a 
certain section, and other sections have the right to demand a 
building which shall be equally convenient. It may be said 
that as we lack full accommodations for the lower grades we 
should provide these first. But the schools in no rapidly grow- 
ing American city ever catch up with the increase in the number 
of children. If our high school waits on this account it will wait 
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forever. Moreover, Newark is better supplied with rooms for 
the lower grades than almost any city in the country, though the 
rooms are far from the best. ° 

Moreover, again, a modern, well equipped, beautiful high 
school building in the same architectural class with our library, 
our city hall and our court house, worthy of our city, as they 
are, and centrally located, would, like them, add to the city’s 
dignity, to its standing in the country at large, to the pride and 
interest we take in our schools, and would stimulate us to bring 
all of our educational equipment up to its level. 

The Mayor in his recent message says: 

‘A second high school building is sorely needed in the south- 
eastern section of the city. * * * * * * JI recommend 
most strongly that some provision be made by the authorities 
in charge for a commercial high school.”’ 

In view of all these facts your committee recommends: 
That you approve of the action of the Board of Education in 
asking the city for funds to purchase a site for a high school, 
and for additional grade schools. 

That you urge the same Board to complete at least one 
high school as soon as possible, and that this High School be 
located near the centre of the city; be equipped for commercial 
and industrial art training, both day and evening; be large 
enough to accommodate a thousand pupils, and be architec- 
turally an ornament to the city. 

Respectfully submitted for the Committee on Educational 
Affairs. 

J. C. Dana, Chatrman. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


ACT OF INCORPORATION 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BOARD OF TRADE OF THE 
CITY OF NEWARK 


& 


1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General 
reat the Assembly of the State of New Jersey: That the 
members of the Association known as _ the 
‘Board of Trade of the City of Newark,’’ and all other persons 
who may hereafter become associated with them under the pro- 
visions of this Act are hereby created a body corporate and 
politic, and as such may acquire and hold estate, 
Power to Acquire 

Property, real and personal, to the amount of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, with power to increase the 

same to one hundred thousand dollars. 

2. And be wt enacted, That said corpora- 
tion shall have for its object the promotion of 
trade; the giving a proper direction and impetus 
to all commercial movements; the encouragement of intercourse 
between business men; the improvement of facilities for trans- 
portation; the correction of abuses; the diffusion of information 
concerning the trade, manufacture and other interests of the 
City of Newark; the co-operation of this with similar societies in 
other cities, and the promotion and development of the commer- 
cial, industrial and other interests of the said City of Newark. 

3. And bet enacted, That if at any time it 
shall be deemed advisable by said body to appor- 
tion the interests in any property they may hold 
or be about to acquire, to the various members, the said body may, 
by a suitable amendment to its Constitution or By-Laws, create 
capital stock of such amount as may be necessary for the business 
of said body, and in such shares as may be deemed proper, the 
sale or distribution of which shares shall be provided for in said 
Constitution or By-Laws. 


Objects of the 
Board defined. 


Stock may be 
Issued 
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4. And be it enacted, That the property, 
affairs, business and concerns of the corporation 
hereby created, shall be managed by a President, 
three Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, and nine Direct- 
ors, who, together, shall constitute a Board of Directors, 
to be elected annually, at such times, places and according to 
such rules as are laid down in the Constitution or By-Laws of 
said corporation, and who shall be governed in 
their action by such Constitution and By-Laws; How Elected 
and the present officers shall hold their offices, 
as officers of the corporation under this Act, until the expiration 
of their respective terms, or until others be elected in their places. 

5. And be it enacted, That the corporation 
shall annually elect five members of the Board 
of Trade, to be known as the Arbitration Com- 
mittee; vacancies in said committee shall be filled by a special 
election. It shall be competent for said committee to hear and 
decide such matters of controversy as might be the subject of an 
action at law or in equity, as may arise between members of said 
corporation, or those claiming under them, and as may be sub- 
mitted to said committee by an instrument in writing, signed by 
said parites and attested by a subscribing wit- 

: Subpoenas 
ness; subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses ieered 
before such Committee of Arbitration shall issue 
out of the Circuit Court of the County of Essex in the usual way, 
with like penalties for non-attendance; the wit- 
nesses so subpoenaed shall be entitled to the 
legal fees of witnesses in said Circuit Court; a 
majority of the members of said committee shall be competent 
to meet together and hear the proof and allegations of the parties ; 
said parties may be represented by counsel, and the award, signed 
by a majority of said committee and proved in the usual manner 
of proving deeds, may be filed in the Clerk’s Office of the County 
of Essex, and upon such filing a judgment shall be entered upon 
the minutes of said Circuit Court,in accordance with the award of 
said committee, which said judgment may be ponaig 
docketed, transcripts taken, and execution issued andl Tadements 
thereon, as in the case of judgments rendered in 
said Circuit Court; judgments entered in conformity with such 
award shall not be removed, reversed, modified, nor in any man- 
ner appealed from by the parties thereto, except for frauds, 
collusion, or corruption of said Arbitration Committee. 


Officers to 
Control 


Arbitration 
Committee 


Penalties and 
fines 
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6. And be it enacted, That in case any cor- 
Abuse of Power : ‘ : 
by Corporations poration incorporated by the laws of this State, 
and exercising any or all its corporate powers, 
or holding property in the County of Essex, shall, in the estima- 
tion of said Board of Trade, usurp any powers not granted to 
them by their charter, or shall abuse or misuse any or the powers 
granted in the charter of said corporation, or shall disobey any 
law of this State, the Board of Trade may present such case of 
such corporation to the grand jury of said county 
Action in Such — for their action, or may present such case of such 
Cases : : 
corporation to the Attorney-General of this 
State, who shall consider and examine the fact of such usurpation 
abuser, or misuser, or disobedience of law, and proceed to apply 
such efficient remedy as he may deem proper in behalf of this 
State, which remedy may be in the Supreme Court or Court of 
Chancery, either by quo warranto, scire facias, mandamus, in- 
junction or action, the nature of which action shall be at his 
discretion. 
7. And be it enacted, That such parts of 
By-Laws the present Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Board of Trade as have not been herein provided 
for shall continue in force, where the same are not in conflict with 
this Act or the laws of this State. 

8. And be vi enacted, That the said corpora- 
tion shall possess the general powers conferred 
by the Act entitled ‘‘An Act concerning corpora- 
tions,’’ approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six. 

9. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be a public Act and 
shall take effect immediately. 


Approved March 10, 1869. 


General Powers 
Conferred 


’ 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
SLATE OF NEW JERSEY. 


I, Horace N. Concar, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, do hereby certify, that the fore- 
going is a true copy of an Act passed by the Legislature of this 
State, and approved by the Governor the tenth day of March, 
A. D., 1869, as taken from and compared with the original now 
on file in my office. | 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and affixed my official seal this twelfth 
[L. s.] day of March, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 
Hu Na CONGAR 
Secretary of State. 


CONSTITUTION 


AS AMENDED TO DATE 


ARTICLE I. 


This Association shall he called ‘‘TueE 


Name 
BOARD OF TRADE OF THE CITY OF NEWARE.”’ 


ARTICLE II. 


It shall have for its objects the promotion 
Objects of the agit ‘ ; ’ 
Heasa of trade; the giving a proper direction and im- 
petus to all commercial movements; the en- 
couragement of intercourse between business men; the improve- 
ment of facilities for transportation; the diffusion of information 
concerning the trade, manufactures and other interests of the 
City of Newark; the co-operation of this with similar societies 
in other cities, and the promotion and development of the com- 
mercial, industrial and other interests of said city. 


ARTICLE III. 


The officers of this Association shall consist 

Officers of a President, three Vice-Presidents, Secretary, 

Treasurer and a Board of nine Directors, of 

which Board the officers before mentioned shall be ex-officio 
members, making fifteen in all. 


ARTICLE IV. 


It shall be the duty of the President to 
President’s E ; 

Duty preside at all meetings of the Board, preserve 

order, appoint the necessary committees when 

requested by the Board; and at the written request of ten mem- 

bers, to call extra meetings. At the regular meeting in Novem- 

ber, he shall appoint three members to act as judges of the 
ensuing election. 
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ARTICLE V. 


The Vice-Presidents, in the order of seniority 
determined by the vote they may receive, shall, 
during the absence of the President, have the 
same powers and authority as possessed by the President when 
present. In the absence of both President and Vice-Presidents, 
the members assembled may elect a President pro tempore. 


Duties of the 
Vice-Presidents 


ARTICLE VE 


The Secretary shall keep a correct record 
é Duties of the 

of the proceedings of the Board as well as the Geopetary 
proceedings of the Board of Directors. He 
shall collect all dues, assessments or moneys accruing to the 
Board, and pay the same to the Treasurer. He shall sign all 
warrants drawn on the Treasurer by order of 
the President, keeping an accurate account of Warrants 
receipts and disbursements. His books and 
accounts shall at all times be subject to the examination of the 
Board of Directors, and he shall make an annual 
report to the Association on the regular meeting Annual Report 
night in January, under the direction of the 
Board of Directors. He shall give proper notice of all meetings 
of the Board, and to all committees of their 

: : Notice of 
appointment, and perform such other duties as Meetings 
may perrequitcas bythe Board, \Hershall be 
subject to removal by the Board of Directors for dereliction of 
duty or improper conduct. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The Treasurer shall receive and take charge 
i Duties of the 

of all moneys accruing to the Board, and shall Pockets 
pay them out on warrants or checks drawn by 
the Secretary and countersigned by the President. He shall 
keep a regular account of moneys received, and expended by 
him and make a quarterly return to the Board aan 
of Directors. He shall also make an annual Retour 
report of the financial affairs of the Association 
at the regular meeting in January in each year. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 


Power ‘of he The duties of the Board of Directors shall 
Board of be to take a supervisory control of the affairs of 
Directors : : : ; 

the institution, to examine accounts of the 
Secretary and Treasurer, to fix the salaries of officers and assist- 
ants, to make estimates for the ensuing year, and decide upon 
all matters not provided for by the By-Laws 
of the Association. They shall hold monthly 
meetings, or oftener if necessary, and shall have 
power to fill any vacancy in their body. Five shall be a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 


Meetings and 
Quorums 


ARTICLE IX. 
. After the first election, all the officers of 
epsyoascta this Association shall be elected by ballot at the 


Officers 
annual meeting, which shall be held on the 


regular meeting night in December of each year, and shall enter 
upon the duties of their respective offices on the regular meeting 
night in January then next ensuing, and shall hold their offices 
for one year from that date, or until others be elected. 


ARTICLE X. 
Honorary It shall be the duty of the President-elect at 
renin the first meeting after his installation to appoint 


his predecessor or predecessors, in office, to 
membership in the Honorary Advisory Board, such Board 
being created as an auxiliary to the Board of Directors, with 
whom they shall at all times be privileged to meet; to discuss 
and advise in matters relating to the affairs of the Board. 

Members who have been elected to, and have filled the office 
of President, shall alone be entitled to the honor of this appoint- 
ment. 

Failure to comply with the duties of membership shal 
nullify without action the appointment of such member. 


ARTICLE XI. 


This Association shall meet at such times 


Meetings P - 
and places as may be provided in the By-Laws. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


Any person may become a member of this 
Association who shall have been recommended Membership 
by the Board of Directors, elected by a majority 
vote of members present at any regular meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


The annual dues shall be Ten Dollars, pay- 
able on and after the second Monday in Janu- Annual Dues 
ary each year, which sum shall be paid by all 
members elected prior to May 30th, and all applicants elected 
subsequent to that date shall pay the sum of Five Dollars as dues 
for the remaining months of the fiscal year. 

If any member, after being notified, shall 
fail to pay his annual dues for three months 
after they are due, the Board of Directors can 
strike his name from the lst of members. 


Failure to 
Pay Dues 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Vacancies among the officers of this Asso- 
ciation shall be filled at the next regular meeting Vacancies 
by ballot, the officers so elected to hold office 
until one month after the next annual election. 


ARTICLE XV. 


Any officer may be removed or member 
be expelled by a two-third vote of the members Expulsions 
present at any regular meeting, after one month’s 
notice given of such intended action. 


ARTICUE XVI: 


Nine members shall be a quorum of the 


: x Quorum 
Association to transact business. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


Any amendment to this Constitution shall 
be proposed at a regular meeting, and shall be Amendments 
acted on at the next subsequent meeting, to be 
approved by two-thirds of the members present. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 


The fiscal year of the Association shall 
Fiscal Year commence on the first day of January of each 
year. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


y Partisan politics and sectarian religion 
Politics and ‘ , : ; 
Helivion shall not be introduced in the business or deliber- 
ations of the Association. 


Adopted March 17th, 1868. 
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BY=LAWS 


A Re CM ial: 


The regular stated meetings of the Association shall be on 
the second Wednesday of each month, except during July, 
August and September adjournment. 

ARTICUB WII: 

The order of business at stated meetings of the Association 
shall be as follows: 

Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Communications. 

Election of Members. 

Reports of Standing Committees. 
Reports of Special Committees. 
Special business. 

Unfinished business. 
Miscellaneous business. 


Dae Se ee 


BR LICE EAL: 


Three members may call for the yeas and nays on any 
question. 


ARTICLE IV. 


No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject 
at the same meeting, except by consent or by way of explanation. 


ARTICLE V. 


Motions shall be reduced to writing by the person moving, 
if required by the chair. 


UIE GI EDO NAN 


The chair shall be the judge of all questions of order, subject 
to appeal to the meeting. 
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ARTICLE VII. 


The motion to adjourn and for the previous question shall 
not be debatable. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


No person except members of this Association shall be per- 
mitted to enter its rooms except by special permission from the 
Board of Directors, except as hereinafter provided. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Cushing’s Manual shall be the recognized authority on par- 
liamentary rules. 


ARTICLE X. 


These By-Laws may be amended or enlarged by a majority 
vote of the members present at any regular meeting; one month’s 
notice of such intended action having been given. . 


ARTICLE XI. 


These By-Laws may be suspended temporarily at any meet- 
ing, by unanimous consent. 
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IN. MEMORIAM 


BOND, ISAAC V. 
DECEMBER 2, 1903 


BYINGTON, RODERICK 
JANUARY » 1904 


COLEMAN, HENRY 
DECEMBER 6, 1903 


GOLDSTEIN, -PAILIP 
APRIL II, 1903 


GADDIS, ELISHA B. 
NOVEMBER 26, 1903 


GEDDES, ALEXANDER 
JANUARY 15, 1904 


HOWELL, SAMUEL C. 
JULY II, 


LISSNER, JACOB 
JANUARY 10, 1903 


LATHROP, THEODORE 
JULY 13, 


MULLIN, MICHAEL A. 
JUNE 26, 


MARSH, FRANK H. 
DIED OCTOBER , 1904 


ROBERTS, CHRISTOPHER 
DIED SEPTEMBER 20, 1903 


VANDERPOOL, EUGENE 
SOR YR) 2 i903: 
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